
DEVELOPMENT GUIDE:  
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUs) 

What is an ADU? 

The new provisions intend to increase the supply of affordable and independent 
housing for a variety of households, increase home and personal security, provide 
supplemental earnings for people with limited incomes, and increase residential 
densities. This should occur by using the existing infrastructure and community 
resources throughout the Town while protecting the existing character of single-
family neighborhoods.   
 
An ADU is defined as a habitable dwelling unit that provides basic requirements 
for living,  sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation and is added to, created with-
in, or detached from and on  the same lot with a single-family dwelling (the 
"primary residence"). 

What is the Process to Build an ADU? 

1. A pre-application meeting is required.  Contact the 
Planning Department for more information on how to 
set up and the materials required for a pre-application 
meeting.  

2. The Uses Permitted by Special Review (USR) applica-
tion must be approved by the Town Council (with a 
recommendation from the Planning Commission) 
through the USR process.  After obtaining USR permit 
approval, building permits may be submitted to con-
struct the ADU as approved in the USR permit.  The 
ADU may not be occupied until all permit inspections 
have been passed and a certificate of occupancy has 
been granted for the building.  

3. Submittal requirements for ADUs can be found in the 
USR Application, and in addition the following sub-
mittal requirements have been added by the ADU 
Ordinance, including: 

 A notarized letter of application from the lot own-
er(s) stating that the owner(s) will occupy either 
the primary residence or the ADU on the lot as a 
permanent residence; and  

 A floor plan of the proposed ADU drawn to a 
scale of one-quarter inch to one foot, showing the 
proposed changes to the building including en-
trance and connecting doors; and  

 A site development plan, including approach to 
entries, general landscaping, setbacks, and park-
ing; and  

 A utility service plan.  
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Questions? Call or email the Planning Director: 

jwoods@hudsoncolorado.org  | 303-536-9311 


