FOUNDED 1887 - INC. 1914

Volume No. 86

The HUDSON
CONNECTION

The Town of Hudson Newsletter

September-October 2016

TOWN HALL GROUNDBREAKING
A HUGE SUCCESS
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PLEASE
VOTE THIS
NOVEMBER.

CLEAN-UP DAYS
Friday-Saturday
By Recycling Stn.

9/23 8am- 6pm
9/24 8am - 2pm

Town Council
Regular Meetings

6:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd

Wednesdays

Over 150 people came out for the
groundbreaking for the New Town
Hall on August 6th. The event,
sponsored in part by Halliburton and
United Power, included a terrific
bar-b-que whipped up in Hallibur-
ton’s mobile kitchen, face painting
and balloon art by Face to Face, cof-
fee and smoothies, a groundbreaking
photo by photographer Magnus
Hargis, commemorative tee shirts,
and a children’s program by Ann
Lincoln with her Family Variety
Show.

Thanks to our sponsors, to the Hud-
son Library, and to everyone who
came out to help celebrate this his-
toric event. Construction is under
way and coming along nicely.
We’re all looking forward to a grand
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BUFFALO MASCOT

GETS A NAME

After considering a long list of names sug-
gested by Hudson citizens and friends, the
Town Council has selected a name for the
Town’s buffalo mascot. Introduced in the last
newsletter, folks suggested names ranging from

Thunder to Hillary. It
was a difficult choice,
but the Council opted for
a name that was politi-
cally correct and that had
historical context. They
chose “PEPPER.”

Tradition has it that the
over one hundred year

See MASCOT, p. 7
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«PEPPER”’
the Bison
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From the
Mayor

Another school year has
started. Kids are going
back to school. We need
to make sure we watch
our speed limit in and
around schools and be
aware of the surround-
ings.

In relation to school start-
ing, the program to have
lunch with the mayor has
started. Our 2™ lunch
was on Tuesday, Sept.
20th at the Hudson Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences.
This program shows how
“in tune” our students are
and it is a pleasure to visit
with them during our
short time together.

Ground has been broken
for the New Town Hall
and we are excited to fi-
nally see it under con-
struction. Hope-
fully it will be
finished some-
time in April of
2017.

A Halloween

event will happen

as the Recreation Depart-
ment prepares for “Trunk
or Treat” I urge all of you
to attend to see the chil-
dren and their costumes.
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A Veterans Day event
will take place at the Hud-
son Veteran’s Memorial
in November.

There are many issues on
the ballot this year and |
encourage all of you to
register to vote and to
study the ballot issues and

Your Colorado Voting Rights
In Colorado you are eligible to vote if you:
- will be 18 years of age or older at the time of the election
- are a United States citizen
- have resided in Colorado 22 days immediately before the elec-
tion at which you intend to vote, AND
- are not serving a sentence of confinement, detention or parole
for a felony conviction.
How to Register to Vote
You can register to vote any time before or on Election Day,
Nov. 8th. Registration to vote can be done by mail, fax, or online
through www.govotecolorado.com. If you register on or before
October 31* the clerk will mail you a ballot. If you register after
October 31* you must visit one of the Voter Service and Polling
Centers in your county to get a ballot.
Online Voter Registration
Online voter registration requires a valid Colorado driver’s li-
cense or ID. Go to www.govotecolorado.com to register.
Registration by Mail, Fax or Email
You can register to vote by mail, fax, or email. Fill out and sign
the Colorado voter registration application. Print, sign, and return
the form to your county clerk and recorder’s office. http://
cr.weldgov.com/ElectionInformation/index.html
Register to Vote in Person
You can register to vote in person at any of the following:
- A Colorado DMV office when you apply for a driver’s license
or update your driver’s license information.
- Any state office that provides public assistance, including those
that primarily serve individuals with disabilities.
- U.S. Armed Services recruitment offices.
- Any federal, state, or local government office, or else non-
government office, that provides voter registration services or
applications, as well as voter service and polling centers.
- Any polling place and voter service center on the day of the
election.
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THE TOWN AND THE
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

JOIN HANDS ON
CONSTITUTION DAY

Saturday, September
17th, was Constitution
Day and Citizenship Day,
a day celebrated each
year on which all Ameri-
cans should read and
think about the docu-
ment that\seyq)es as the
backbone fé‘mt\‘jj won-
derful country. -,

Sciences to provide ™*
pocket copies of the con-
stitution to citizens and
to all students in our ele-
mentary school. Every
student in Hudson was
given a copy in their Fri-
day folders on Septem-
ber 16th. Stop by Town
Hall for your copy.

make informed de-
cisions on the is-
sues.

The Public works

The Anti-Social €orner

Be careful about calls requesting voter information

DENVER, Sept. 9, 2016 -- State and county election officials
have received numerous complaints this week from Colorado
voters who are concerned about phone calls that appear to be an

getting ready for
the fall and winter season.
The staff is busy prepar-
ing the 2017 Town
Budget and we will hold a
public hearing on the pro-
posed budget. Plan to at-
tend if you can.

As always we have open-
ings on the Planning
Commission and anyone
interested should call the
Town Hall.

Ray Patch
Mayor

effort to obtain their personal and sensitive information. During
the automated calls, voters are advised their registration is incor-
rect and needs to be updated before they can receive a ballot for
the November election. The calls are from an organization
identifying itself as "Go Vote CO" or "Go Vote Colorado."

The Secretary of State's office does not contact individual voters
regarding voter registration issues except to respond to inquiries
initiated by voters themselves. Secretary of State Wayne Wil-
liams reminds Colorado residents not to disclose sensitive per-
sonal information, such as month and day of birth, driver's li-
cense or state-issued ID numbers, or Social Security numbers to
any person or organization they do not know and trust, whether
by telephone or otherwise.

Anyone with information concerning the individuals or organi-
zation responsible for conducting this telephone solicitation is
asked to contact Elections Division legal analyst Chris Amero at
303-894-2200 ext. 6389 or chris.amero @sos.state.co.us at the
Secretary of State's office.




LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

Extra Incentive Food for Fines & Fees-
October 9 through the 22", 2016

Bring in non-perishable food items and monetary do-
nations for our local food banks. Receive up to $70
off your fines/fees in exchange for your

food donation. One can = $1 off fines/fees. m
You can bring your food items to the °
Hudson Public Library.

Craft Time on Fridays@ 10:30 followed by
Music and Movement- Friday mornings 11-11:30
Inspire creativity and nurture imagination

Ages 2-6 (younger siblings
are welcome to attend with a Eag———m——rn—r—r—
parent) Music, marches, g A

finger plays and simple in-
struments.

Story time on Mondays @ 10:30 am with Grace

Come for a fun filled themed story time every Mon-
day. Teach your preschooler listening skills and how
to interact with other children.

October 31, 2016 @ 4:00 p.m. Halloween
Playground Theatre

The 2016 Halloween
Show includes a smatter-
ing of safety tips for trick-
or-treaters, hilarious mu-
sic, perky puppets, and

) another adventure with
beloved Bob & Bobbie,
Children in the audience are in-

L o
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the Ghost Catchers.
vited to share the stage with founders Jeff and Mia.
This comedy show is guaranteed to tickle the funny
bones of all ages.

Come to the library to experience these programs
and so much more. Calendars are available at the
front desk.

Library hours are M-Tu-Th-F-10-6 Wed 10-9 Sat
9-2 Sun closed

&

Like us on

Facebook

HUDSON FIRE
PROTECTION
DISTRICT

Ken Gabrielson
Fire Chief

I hope that each and every
one of you had a great

summer! Now that school
is back in session I would
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land fires, with one of
your firefighters being out
for two weeks. Six of
your firefighters have at-
tained Firefighter II certi-
fication and five firefight-
ers graduated from the
Firefighter I academy in
Ft. Lupton. We

like to emphasize
to everyone that
it is our responsi-
bility to drive
safely and to be
aware of children
in and around

& have lost two ca-
| reer firefighters
to the Brighton

" | Fire Protection
District and are
trying to come up

streets and inter-
sections.

You will probably see
your firefighters canvass-
ing your neighborhood,
all on their own time,
passing out flyers and
holding signs, informing
you of the November Mill
Levy election.

Your fire department has
had a busy summer. We
deployed firefighters to
some of the States wild-

VETERANS DAY
EVENT NOWV. 12th

Please be sure to mark
your calendars for Satur-
day, November 12th, at
10:00 a.m. Every year
the Town hosts a short
program at the Hudson
Veterans Memorial to
honor those who have
served in our Country’s
armed services. We plan
the event for a Saturday
to make it possible for
most people to attend.
We hope to see a good
turnout this year.

with alternative
staffing ideas to replace
them. With next year’s
budget looking dismal we
are optimistic about the
upcoming election.

Finally, your firefighters
set a new record for the
Hudson Fire District, they
were out on the street
over Labor Day weekend
on their own time, collect-
ing over $16,000 for
MDA (Jerry’s Kids).

Flags at the Veterans Me-
morial fly at half staff on the
anniversary of 9/11
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Recreation Round-up

Billie Stam, Recreation Director

Along with Fall comes activities in Hudson! I am try-
ing out some new things and are looking for your par-
ticipation and feedback. The Town is going to host
some FREE activities for residents to try, and then ask
for your input on what you thought and other ideas
that you would like to see brought to you by the Hud-
son Recreation Department. We are going to start
with a free painting class offered to adults on October
18" 6-8pm! Space is limited so please sign up at the
Hudson Town Hall soon. Hudson Recreation is going
to bring more classes to you so keep an eye out for
information! If you would like to join the Town email
so you can be informed via email please contact
Town Hall at 303-536-9311. Itry to send one email a
week to keep our residents informed. Furthermore, I
am looking for ideas; if you have an idea of a class or
activity that you would like to see in Hudson, please
contact me at the number above or by email at

bstam @hudsoncolorado.org with your ideas!

I look forward to hearing from you and I can’t wait to
start up some fun in fall!

PRIZES:

A Town Of Hudson Event
Saturday, October 15°, 1lam-1pm
Hudson Fishing Pond

o First Fish
o Biggest Fish
o Ugliost Fish
oFish with the Nicest Smile
o Smallest Fish Caught on a Hook (no nettifif minnow:
FREE fishing poles and tackle for EKIDS (supplies limited)
B.Y.0.W. (bring your own worms...)

Colorado Fishing Regulations Apply
UNTANGLING VOLUNTEERS WELCOME!!!! (patience required)

Y00 & YOOR

FAMILY ARE INVITED TO.
Hudson’s 3" ; Annhual

Monday Qctober 31°° 2016 6pm-8pMm

e Family Fun
e EXplore Others Creativity
e Community Involvement
e FREE ¢ SAFE

Location:

Hudson Academy
Of Arts and gcience _
Parking LLots

Ns© DECORATE AND
ENTER YOUR
VEHICLE!

*[Looking for Creative individuals to enter their vehicles & Candy donations.
ease C. illie or OY MOV ormatiol

, @ Learn to Paint!

L~ I, When: Tuesday October 18"

| Time: 6pm-8pm
Where: Town of Hudson Community
= Center
300 Beech Street
Hudson Colorado 80642
Cost: Free!

Hosted by the Town of Hudson
Recreation Department!
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| What’s Happening
/' |in Hudson

Scheduled Activities:

. October 12t and 26t - Small Business Development assistance
@ Library

. October 13th, 5pm, Habitat for Humanity, Veterans . Hobitat
Build, Home Dedication, §th Avenue and Cherry St. Ty Banitar

+ October 18t 6-8pm -~ Free Adult Painting Class (Sign up at
Town Hall)
- October 315 4pm ~ Playground Theatre @ Library

HONORING ALL
% Who Served

. November 12t 10am ~ Veteran’s Day Memorial Event @
Hudson Memorial Park i

- December 2™ 6pm ~ Town Hall Lighting Ceremony @ Hudson
Town Hall

Weekly Activities:

- Mondays at 10:30am ~ Storytime @ Hudson Public Library
- Mondays 6-8Spm -~ Open Gym @ Hudson Academy of Arts and
Science

- Wednesdays at 10am ~ 12pm ~ Senior Coffee time @ Library
- Wednesdays 6-7:30pm -~ Bible Club @ Library

- Fridays 10:30am -~ Craft time @ Library
- Fridays 11am - Music and Movement @ Library (starts Oct. 9)

If you have any questions or would like more information about any of
the events listed, please feel free to contact Billie Stam at 303-536-9311!

L
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2016 CITIZEN SURVEY
RESPONSES ARE PUBLISHED

Every year the Town sends short surveys to every
household in Hudson, looking for citizens’ satisfaction
with services, ideas for next year’s budget, and opin-
ions on current issues. It is an important part of the
annual budget process. This year 110 households re-
turned surveys out of 520 that were delivered, a 21%
return rate. It’s not as big a response as we’d like, but
at least the Council has the thoughts of people in 21%
of the households.

The survey includes both numerical statistics and writ-
ten comments. Of the questions regarding satisfaction
with services, streets showed a significant decline.
Supporting comments include concerns with traffic,
speeding and pavement condition. Increases in satis-
faction from last year were seen in utility billing, build-
ing inspection, code enforcement, law enforcement,
municipal court and parks.

On quality of life questions, the “rate Hudson on a
scale of 1 to 10 as a place to live,” the responses came
in at 7.1 for the third year in a row. But on the are
things getting Better-Worse-Staying the Same ques-
tion, 62.5% of the responses were that things are get-
ting Better.

Surveys tended to be returned by people who have
lived in Hudson for a substantial amount of time, with
the average tenure being 17.5 years.

The Fishing Pond remains a popular amenity, and
about 2/3 of the responses indicated that people would
take advantage of faster internet service if available.

Again this year, people were not shy about expressing
their opinions on community issues. The final report,
including the written comments, is available on the
Town’s website, www.hudsoncolorado.org.

TREE BRANCH
RECYCLING

The Town has purchased a

“chipper” to turn dis-
carded tree branches into

mulch. There is a drop off

area next to the recycling

station on the south end of

Hudson Drive. We will
accept branches up to 6”
in diameter. Mulch from
the operation will be
available to the public at
no charge.

Mayor Patch enjoys lunch at Hudson Academy of Arts &
Sciences with students (clockwise from the Mayor) Kate Holman,
Amy Knodle, Emily Salazar, Osman Banuelos and Carlos Soto.

PLANNING
COMMISSION
STILL LOOKING
FOR MEMBERS

As the “wave” of growth
continues to creep our way
along the 1-76 corridor the
interest in developing land
in and around Hudson is
growing. The only way
that Hudson can retain the
qualities that people value
is if citizens step up and
get involved in decisions
regarding new growth and
development. That’s
where the Planning Com-
mission comes in.

There are two vacancies
and two alternate positions
open on the Commission.
Call Town Hall if you’re
interested in helping out.

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.hudsoncolorado.org

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
COMMUNITY EMAIL
LIST for
notices of community
activities. Email
“subscribe” to

info@hudsoncolorado.org

News from |
Town Hall... = = \\

¢ The Town installed new
lights for the flags at the
Veterans Memorial.

¢ The Council and staff bid
farwell to long time
Town Clerk, Linnette
Barker. Linnette and her
husband, Jeff, relocated
to Texas.

e Charity Young is the new
Clerk/Treasurer Protem,
replacing Becky Utecht
who was promoted to be
the new Clerk/Treasurer.
Congratulations to Becky
and Charity.

e Nate Hart has joined the
Town’s Public Works
crew. A resident of Hud-
son, Nate played soccer
at Brighton High School.
Welcome aboard, Nate!

e Zach Johnson was sworn
in as the Town’s newest
deputy Marshal. He is an
experienced law officer
having worked in the
Morgan County Sheriff’s
Office and the Golden
Police Department.

e During February 1st
through September 7th
the Marshal’s Office re-
sponded to 1,024 calls
for service. 65 code en-
forcement citations were
issued over the summer.

Deputy Zach Johnson is sworn
in by Clerk/Treasurer Becky
Utecht.



MASCOT, cont. from p. 1

old Pepper Pod restaurant
is on the site of a historic
buffalo wallow, and the
mounted buffalo heads are
from a local herd. Back in
the early ‘30s RC Peppers
and AW Peppers served as
Mayors of the Town. The
1912 panorama photo of
Hudson in Town Hall and
in the library shows a
prominent business in
Hudson, R.C. Peppers Co.,
Hardware, Furniture &
Undertaking. Pretty well

took care of all your needs.

We’ve received several
comments about the mas-
cot needing a nose job so
he/she doesn’t look so
much like a pig. Good
point. We’ll see what we
can do about that.

Anyway, love it or hate it,
“Pepper” is his/her name.
You’ll be seeing Pepper
from time to time in Hud-
son publications.

WHAT THE HECK DO
THE CODES ON MY
UTILITY BILL MEAN?

No, it’s not some plot by
the NSA to
gather your per-
sonal informa-
tion. The codes
on your utility
bills actually
have something
to do with your
water and sewer
bills.

WB — Water Base
WU - Water Usage
SB - Sewer Base
SF — Sewer Flow
MS - Miscellaneous (Does not
pertain to residential properties)
PD - Past Due

MPC — Mtn. Pipeline Charge
WTP — Water Treatment Plant

e The Water or Sewer
Base is a fixed fee that is
charged to every ac-
count. Revenue from this
fee is intended to pay for
the utilities’ fixed costs
such as debt service on
loans that have been

taken out for construc-

tion of facilities.
o Water usage is just that,
a variable charge based
on the amount of water
you used in the month.
Water rates are tiered,
meaning that high users
pay more per 1,000 gal-
lons for use in high tiers.
Sewer flow is fixed for
each user for 12 months,
beginning on July 1 of
each year. It is based on
the average of three
months of prior winter
water use. Otherwise,
charging sewer flow
each month wouldn’t be
fair in the summer since
a lot of water use is for
irrigation that doesn’t go
in the sewer.

e Miscellaneous charges

are for non-residential
customers. They include
surcharges for commer-
cial customers that pro-
duce highly concentrated
sewage that is very ex-
pensive to treat.

| Complete this quiz correctly, clip it out, and return it to Town Hall. FIVE correct entries

: received during regular office hours by October 21st will be drawn at random and

1will win a $20 credit on their water & sewer bill (or, if you're not the one who pays utili-
 ties, we'll come up with another non-cash prize). (Only one entry per in-Town household.)

1

! 1. What was celebrated on September 18th?

1 2. What does “PD” mean on your water/sewer bill?

1 3. How many citizen surveys were completed and returned?

19 What is the buffalo mascot’s new name?
1 6. Were YOU the one who suggested Hillary???

17. Are you interested in serving on the Planning Commission?

I
!'8. What are “Bob and Bobbie’s” occupations?
i Name:

: Address:

1
: (For Office Use: Date & Time Received:
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

[}

:4. How many calls did the Marshal’s office respond to through 9/7? .
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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 Past Due charges are just
that...

e Mountain Pipeline and
Water Treatment Plant
charges are flat monthly
charges applied to fills of
customers who are out-
side of Hudson and who
do not pay Hudson prop-
erty tax. They were in-
stituted to help offset the
cost of the CBT pipeline
and the treatment plant,
built in the mid *90s.

Rates are automatically
adjusted each July 1st,
based on the local Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI).

Town utilities are “enter-
prises,” i.e., Town-owned
businesses. They are re-
quired by law to be self-
supporting. The Town is
strictly limited on the use
of funds from other
sources to subsidize the
utility funds. Bottom line
is that we can’t sell the
services for less than the
cost of providing them.

Hope that helps. Call
Town Hall if you have
questions.

$20 WINNERS!

The winners of the last
$20 QUIZ, each receiving
a $20 utility bill credit:

Randy Childs
Ruth Pierce
Shirley Sellers
e Amy Warner
e Linda Windle

Congratulations to our
winners.




THE HUDSON CONNECTION
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,
PLEASE CONTACT THE

TOWN HALL AT 303-536-9311.

Visit the Town’s web site for
more up-to-date news about
what’s going on:
www.hudsoncolorado.org

Photo by
Marc Sirios

REMEMBER... Town Council meetings on the
first and third Wednesdays of each month are
open to the public. Agendas are posted in the
Town Hall window and at the Post Office.

Town of Hudson
PO Box 351
Hudson, CO 80642
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