
 

REMEMBER… Town Board meetings on the 

first and third Wednesdays of each month are 

open to the public. Agendas are posted in the 

Town Hall window and at the Post Office.   
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CITIZEN SURVEY 

RESULTS ARE IN 
 

109 Hudson households 

completed and returned the 

annual citizen survey, 

about a 20% response.  As 

always, people who re-

sponded weren’t shy about 

expressing their ideas 

about local issues.  Results 

of the survey will be post-

ed on the Town’s web site.  

The survey will be helpful 

as the Board considers pro-

grams and projects for the 

2016 budget. 
 

Thanks to everyone who 

participated!  

election will show the 

names of these nine volun-

teers: 
  

 Larry D. McClaren 

 Randall Childs 

 Robert Masden 

 Raymond Patch 

 Magnus Hargis 

 Dawn Hester 

 Walter Hargis 

 Joseph Hammock 

 Julia Stell 
   

If you have questions about 

Home Rule, please call 

Town Hall. 

In this November’s election 

citizens of Hudson will 

have an opportunity to vote 

on two questions related to 

Home Rule.  First will be a 

“yes or no” question:  
  

Shall the Town of Hudson form a 

Home Rule Charter Commission 

for the purpose of drafting a 

Home Rule Charter? 
  

The second question is the 

actual election of a Charter 

Commission, a panel of 

nine citizens who would 

work on drafting a charter.  

Once completed the charter 

would be on the ballot in a 

future election at which 

time citizens would be able 

to vote “yes” or “no” on 

the charter itself.   
  

The election this fall does 

NOT establish a Home 

Rule form of government 

in Hudson.  It just sets up a 

commission to draft a char-

ter that will be on a future 

election.  Only if that local-

ly-drafted charter is ap-

proved by the voters would 

Home Rule be established. 
  

Nine Hudson citizens have 

volunteered to serve on the 

Charter Commission.  The 

ballot in the November 

HOME RULE CHARTER COMMISSION  

ON NOVEMBER BALLOT 

See Home Rule, p. 6 

Board of  Trustees 

Regular Meetings 
 

6:00 p.m. 

1st & 3rd  

Wednesdays 

WHAT THE HECK 

IS HOME RULE? 
 

Questions have come to 

our attention regarding 

the proposed formation of 

a Home Rule Charter 

Commission.  In response 

to those questions:  
  

 Home Rule is  not some 

sort of homeowners as-

sociation.   
 

 Home Rule does  not 

allow the Town to raise 

taxes without a vote. 
  

Home rule is a form of 

local government that is 

allowed by Colorado law.  

Currently, Hudson is what 

is called a “statutory 

town.”  That means that 

the Town government 

must be structured and 

operate according to state 

law, even in matters that 

are purely local in nature.  

As a statutory town, the 

state legislature makes 

decisions on local matters 

as well as on matters of 

statewide concern.  Home 

Rule differentiates be-

tween statewide and local 

YOUR TOWN 

NEEDS YOU! 

GET INVOLVED 

 Planning Commis-

sion 

 Town Events 

CITIZENSHIP...IT 

MAKES THE COM-

MUNITY WORK! 
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BUDGET PUBLISHED 
 

We are still two months 

away from final adoption 

of the Town’s budget in 

early December, but work 

is well under way to pre-

paring this financial plan 

for 2016.  The budget is a 

tool by which the Town 

Board allocates taxes and 

other revenues from its 

citizens to priority pro-

grams and projects. 
 

Responses to the recently 

completed Citizen Survey 

are a foundation for the 

budget.  Citizens who 

completed and returned 

surveys tended to priori-

tize the following pro-

grams: 
 

 Recreation, including a 

recreation center, youth 

sports, trails and senior 

programs.  

 Street repairs. 

 Traffic management. 
 

In order to address the 

recreation concerns, the 

budget anticipates a new 

full-time recreation direc-

tor (to be hired in late 

2015) who will be respon-

sible for town events and 

recreation programing.  It 

will be this person’s job 

to identify needs and 

build programs to meet 

those needs.  The Town is 

also making arrangements 

with Ft. Lupton to make 

resident rates for the Ft. 

Lupton recreation center 

available to Hudson resi-

dents. 

The survey also indicated 

the following were most 

in  need of improvement: 

See Budget, p. 7 

RAILROAD PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 

ON HWY 52 NEARING COMPLETION 
 

Work is nearing completion on the new sidewalk and 

pedestrian railroad crossing on Highway 52.  The pro-

ject includes a new 8’ wide sidewalk that crosses the 

main tracks at a right angle and pedestrian crossing 

signals.  Gone is the 

old, rough asphalt 

walkway that crossed 

at an odd angle.  The 

joint BNSF/CDOT 

project should pro-

vide for a safer way 

for pedestrians to 

cross the tracks. 

From the Mayor 
 

Well, it’s been another 

busy summer for the town 

staff. Fall cleanup has 

come and gone. Prepara-

tions for winter have 

started. 
 

Moving to the new public 

works building is under-

way.  This facility will 

serve the Town of Hud-

son for a long time. 
 

Many projects are under-

way at this time:  new 

motel at Loves truck stop; 

new pizza restaurant; new 

sidewalk to library from 

the school with new street 

lights to be installed this 

month; resurfacing of 

County Road 49 to CR18; 

and a new pedestrian 

crossing over the railroad 

tracks. 
 

Upcoming election for 

Home Rule. Please find 

out the facts as to what 

Home Rule really is and 

don't listen to rumors that 

the Board of Trustees can 

raise taxes at any time.  

This is totally false.  Any 

tax increase has to be vot-

ed on by the registered 

voters of Hudson.  Also it 

is not an HOA.  Please 

call Town Hall for more 

information. Remember 

to vote. 
 

Ray Patch 

Mayor 

COUNTY ROAD 49 

REPAIR UPDATE 
 

On October 6th work be-

gan on the mill and over-

lay of the mile of County 

Road49 between CR18 

and I-76.  Asphalt Special-

ties Company has been 

hired to do an asphalt 

overlay that will provide 

an improved driving sur-

face until the County’s 

CR49 reconstruction pro-

ject replaces it with a new 

concrete roadway.  During 

construction please antici-

pate lane closures. 

JULIE STELL JOINS 

THE BOARD OF  

TRUSTEES 
 

At its September 2nd 

meeting, the Board of 

Trustees appointed Plan-

ning Commissioner, Julie 

Stell, to fill the one re-

maining vacancy on the 

Board.  Julie is a six year 

resident of Hudson.  She 

is currently a student in 

Criminal Justice at Front 

Range Community Col-

lege.   

Thanks, Julie, for your 

commitment to Hudson. 

Town Clerk Linnette Barker administers the 
oath of office to Trustee Juilia Stell 

Town Clerk, Linnette Barker, administers the oath of office  
to new Trustee Julie Stell 

 

 

 

      $20 QUIZ! 
Complete this quiz correctly, clip it out, and return it to Town Hall.  The first FIVE correct 
entries received during regular office hours will win a $20 credit on their water & sewer 
bill (or, if you’re not the one who pays utilities, we’ll come up with another non-cash 
prize).  (Only one entry per household.) 

1. How many households responded to the Citizen Survey?  __________ 
 

2. Name one of the candidates for the Charter Commission.  __________ 
 

3. When is the school district’s community meeting scheduled?   __________ 
 

4. What is the maximum annual grant from the Bright Futures Program? __________ 
 

5. How many cities and towns currently have Home Rule Charters? __________ 
 

6. How long has Chief Gabrielson been in the fire service?  __________ 
 

7. Name the Town’s newest Trustee.     __________ 
 

8. When is the Trunk or Treat event scheduled?    __________ 
 

Name:_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 

(For Office Use: Date & Time Received:__________________________) 

 

WINNERS! 

Competition was fierce 

the last time around.  The 

winners of the last $20 

QUIZ, each receiving a 

$20 utility bill credit: 
 

 Robert Aichelman 

 Franklin Jones 

 Steffane Kraus 

 Kandy Swanson 

 Brian & Bonita Welsh 
 

 

Congratulations to 

our winners.  

Get those entries in 

early!  
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in the preliminary budget 

for the 50% local match.   

The preliminary budget 

will be available at Town 

Hall and on the website. 
 

BUDGET HEARING 
 

The Board of Trustees will 

conduct a public hearing 

on the proposed budget at 

its regular meeting, 6:00 

p.m., Wednesday, No-

vember 4.  Call Town 

Hall if you have questions. 
 

Budget , continued from p. 2 fic and code enforce-

ment.  The Weld Sheriff 

will provide non-

scheduled “indirect” 

services in support of 

the Marshal.  Citizens 

will see the Marshal’s 

car and the code en-

forcement/animal con-

trol vehicles in the 

neighborhoods. 

Building inspection  

will continue to be by 

SafeBuilt Colorado.   

Budgeted street work: 
 

 Slurry seal on all town 

streets (Year 1 of a 3-

year program) 

 Patching of Hudson 

Drive north of Hwy 52.  

Thermoplastic parking 

striping downtown. 

 Purchase of a newer, 

used replacement dump/

plow truck. 

 Chip seal on Ash St. 

and First Avenue. 
 

The Town has applied for 

a matching grant for the 

new town hall.  Funds are 

 Code Enforcement 

 Animal Control 

 Traffic 

 Law Enforcement 

 Building Inspection 
 

To address these con-

cerns, the budget includes 

two full-time law enforce-

ment officers on the 

Town’s staff, a Town 

Marshal and a Deputy.  

The Marshal will be re-

sponsible for law enforce-

ment, animal control, traf-

Scenes from the Fall Festival 

Legendary Ladies Photos by Magnus Hargis 



 

matters, and allows local 

elected officials to make 

decisions on matters of 

local concern that best 

meet local needs.   
  

 There are currently 100 

large and small home rule 

municipalities in Colora-

do, up from only 56 in 

1980.  These include some 

communities in our area: 

Brighton; Dacono; Evans; 

Greeley; Johnstown; and 

Windsor.  Weld County is 

a Home Rule county. 
  

The Home Rule charter 

that the charter commis-

sion would be drafting in 

the months after the No-

vember election, if the 

charter commission is es-

tablished,  determines the 

basic structure of the 

Town’s government, and 

specifies the limits within 

which the local govern-

ment must operate when 

dealing with matters of 

local concern.  The pro-

cess of drafting the charter 

will be open to the public. 
  

If the charter commission 

is formed at this Novem-

ber’s election, a second 

election (possibly next 

April) would be to approve 

the charter.   
 

Please vote.  Call Town 

Hall if you have ques-

tions.   
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.hudsoncolorado.org 

for the latest news and 

information on town 

activities. 

Home Rule, cont. from p. 1 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS 

Art Morin, 335 Cedar 

2015 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

October 14—Growing Your Business with Social Media SBDC Workshop; 11a

-1p; Hudson Public Library 

October 26-30 – Halloween Lighting Contest Judging (3 homes) 

October 31—Community Planning Open House; 4p-6p; Hudson Academy 

October 31 – Trunk or Treat; 6p-8p; Hudson Academy of Arts & Sciences 

Parking Lot 

November 7 – Veterans Day Commemoration; 10a-11a; Hudson Memorial 

Park 

December 4 – Town Hall Christmas Lighting Celebration; 6p-8p; Hudson 

Town Hall 

December 7-11 – Residential & Business Christmas Lighting Contest Judging 

Merilee and Jarod Kanmore 
430 Birch 

Judy McGill presents prize  
to Robert Allen, 374 Cedar 

505 Ash 
Christina Finn 

Brent Flot presents prize to 

Craig and Linda Windle, 365 Holly 

Brent Flot congratulates 
Dale and Carol Dunker, 314 Cedar 
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 Staff has begun moving 

into the new maintenance 

building.  It will also 

serve as a temporary 

home for the Town Mar-

shal. 

 The Town will be inter-

viewing water resources 

engineering firms to work 

on long range water sup-

ply planning. 

 The Planning Commission 

will hold work sessions on 

the Comprehensive Plan 

update following each of 

their meetings that begin 

at 6:00 p.m. on the first 

and third Wednesdays of 

every month. 

News from  
Town Hall... Greetings from the library, 

hope this finds you enjoying 

the cooler weather.  This is 

the perfect time to visit the 

new library, grab a cup of 

coffee or hot cocoa, sit in an 

easy chair and read. 
 

Plan to come to the 

“Growing Your Busi-

ness With Social Me-

dia”, sponsored by the 

Small Business Devel-

opment Center 

(SBDC).In this work-

shop Cheri Ruskus will 

share some tips with social 

media. The event will be 

held at the Hudson Public 

Library, Wednesday, Octo-

ber 14 from 11:00 a.m to 

1:00 p.m.You will learn 

how to engage on LinkedIn, 

Facebook, Pinterest and 

Twitter. You can register for 

the event at 

www.eastcoloroadosbdc.co

WELD COUNTY ANNOUNCES 

“BRIGHT FUTURES” PROGRAM 
 

Weld County has created the Bright Futures Grant 

Program, a “first-in” educational financial assistance 

program for Weld County high school graduates, 

GED recipients and Honorably Discharged U.S. Vet-

erans.  Students wishing to continue their education 

may be eligible for up to $3,000 per year for four 

years of education.  It is funded by donations from 

taxpayers who receive tax incen-

tive payments or credits for their 

contribution.   
 

When you give to the Bright Fu-

tures program you are not oly 

taking advantage of the county property tax credits, 

but also helping local students achieve their educa-

tional goals. 
 

To learn more about the program: 

www.weldcountybrightfutures.com 

(970) 336-7204 

brightfutures@weldgov.com 

FIRE DISTRICT 

NEWS 
 

Fire Chief Ken Gabriel-

son has successfully com-

pleted the process that 

awards him the profes-

sional designation of 

Chief Fire Officer(CFO).  

The Commission on Pro-

fessional Credentialing 

met on August 26th to 

officially confer the des-

ignation upon Chief Ga-

brielson, one of only 

1,090 CFO’s worldwide. 
 

The designation is only 

awarded after an individ-

ual successfully meets all 

of the Commission’s 

stringent criteria.  The 

process includes an as-

sessment of the appli-

cant’s education, experi-

ence, professional devel-

opment, tech-

nical compe-

tencies, con-

tributions to 

the profes-

sion, community involve-

ment and future profes-

sional development plan. 
 

The Chief has a rich 

knowledge of the emer-

gency services profession,  

far surpassing critical 

core competencies for 

personnel serving in sen-

ior fire officer positions.  

The designation program 

uses a peer review model 

to evaluate candidates. 
 

Chief Gabrielson is a 36 

year veteran in the fire 

service.  He has been with 

the Hudson Fire Protec-

tion District since June 

2014.  Congratulations 

Chief!! 

LIBRARY NEWS 

m/training/seminars . 

TEENS Follow the yellow 

brick road to the Hudson 

Public Library on October 

24th at 3:00. Sign up has 

started for the Wizard of 

Oz Murder Mystery. Was 

the Wicked Witch of the 

East killed by Doro-

thy’s’ falling house or 

was she MUR-

DERED?  
Join in on the fun and 

stay for Candy, Pizza 

and Soda, Oh My!!! 

This event will wrap up 

Teen Read Week. The li-

brary has more fun in store 

for the Teens so please plan 

to come. 
 

Hudson Library  

100 S. Beech St. 

Hudson, CO 80642 

303-536-4550 
 

Hours: M, T, Th, Fr 10-6 W 

10-7 Sat 9-2 Sunday closed SPECIAL THANKS 

TO OUR FESTIVAL 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

VOLUNTEERS—Lisa 

Hamsmith, Mary Duckwall, 

Michael Soper,  Julie Stell, 

Cody Conway, Hudson 

Public Library Board and 

Staff 
 

VENDORS—Simply Sue 

LLC, Redneck Tractor, 

Truck & Firearms, Avon – 

Jeanette Buschman, Tup-

perware – Shanna 

Kanmore, Terri Davis, 

Cyndi’s Bling, Kidz Quiltz, 

Party Palace, Armstrong 

Concessions, Iron Art by 

Caveman and Girl Scout 

Troop 4343 
 

ENTERTAINMENT— 

Colorado Street Machines 

Hot Rod Car Show and the 

Legendary Ladies Perfor-

mance Organization 

http://www.eastcoloroadosbdc.com/training/seminars
http://www.eastcoloroadosbdc.com/training/seminars
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FRANCHISE  

RENEWAL UPDATE 
 

A franchise is an agree-

ment that allows a utility 

company to use public 

streets for their facilities.  

United Power’s current 

franchise agreement is 

expiring after 25 years, 

and the Town is negotiat-

ing the terms of a 20-year 

renewal of the agreement. 
 

Among other things, the 

franchise agreement pro-

vides for continuation of 

the 3% franchise fee to be 

paid to the Town, the 

same fee paid to other 

towns with United Power 

franchises. 
 

Approval of the franchise 

renewal will be the sub-

ject of an ordinance to be 

presented at the October 

21st meeting of the Board 

of Trustees.   

JOB OPENING 

PUBLIC WORKS MAINTENANCE WORKER II, 

Town of Hudson, Colorado 

Salary/Benefits: Starting hourly rate up to 

$19.85 DOQ, plus excellent benefits.   

Job Description: The Town is seeking qualified 

applicants for a Maintenance Worker II position in 

the Public Works Department.  Responsibilities in-

clude a wide range of duties including equipment 

operation, maintenance, repair, and support of all 

public works functions as needed.  Must be able to 

work a rotating on-call schedule.  Applicants may 

request a job description by e-mail to 

butecht@hudsoncolorado.org 

Requirements: Must hold Colorado Class B CDL 

driver’s license with air brake endorsement. 

How to Apply: Send resume, cover letter and 

three work-related references to: 

butecht@hudsoncolorado.org or mail to: Town 

Clerk, Town of Hudson, P.O. Box 351, Hudson, CO 

80642. EOE. Open until October 23, 2015.   

Re-3J Community 

Meeting Scheduled 
 

The Weld Re-3J Board of 

Education and district ad-

ministration will be host-

ing a community event to 

solicit input regarding the 

needs of and 

vision for our 

district facili-

ties.  Offi-

cials will be 

on hand to 

inform participants about 

the condition of the 

schools, and those attend-

ing will help determine 

the direction needed 

based on educational 

goals and desires. 
 

Thursday, October 29, 

2015 

 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Hudson Academy 

ANGLERS SNAG SOME  

WHOPPERS AT THE  

FALL FISHING DERBY 
 

Thirty-three expert anglers signed up for the kids fish-

ing derby that was held on a perfect fall day, Septem-

ber 19th, as part of the Fall Festival.  In addition to 

fishing, there was a magician entertaining the crowd 

along with face painting and balloon art.  The event 

was organized for fishing purests, with former catego-

ries of “fish with the nicest smile” and “fish with the 

best personality” deferred to the spring derby next 

year.  Competition was intense for the various catego-

ries, with the following kids emerging victorious:   
 

Quin Cancellieri -  First Bass 

Mariska Howlett – First Trout 

Rory Rhienhart – Smallest Fish 

Aidan McGarvey – Largest Fish 

Congratulations to all of 

the contestants, including 

about six who caught their 

first-ever fish at the event!  

Remember that there is still a lot of fish in the pond 

just waiting for some unsuspecting worm to show up.  

Enjoy the outdoors in Hudson, Colorado!  
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DON’T FORGET TO COME OUT 

TO THE TOWN’S VETERANS DAY 

COMMEMORATION.  IT’S OUR 

WAY OF THANKING THOSE WHO 

SERVED OUR COUNTRY. 

Hudson Veterans Memorial 

Saturday, Nov. 7.  10:00-11:00 a.m.  

mailto:butecht@hudsoncolorado.org

