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SANTA CLAUS 
IS COMING TO TOWN 

 

Town Hall has received word that Santa Claus will 
be coming to town on Friday, December 2nd in time 
for the annual Town Hall Lighting festivities.  Upon 
his arrival, it is believed that Santa will be spending 
his afternoon traveling throughout the streets of 
Hudson inviting everyone to join him at Town Hall 
later that evening for the celebration. 

 

Moms, 
dads and 
children of 
all ages are 
invited to 
join with 
Mayor 
Pontius and 
the Board 

of Trustees, Town Staff, and Santa at 6pm outside 
of Hudson Town Hall as Laura Winters and the 
Hudson Elementary School Choir sing in the 
holiday season.  After the light switch is thrown and 
Town Hall becomes aglow with hundreds of 
Christmas lights, everyone is invited in to enjoy 
cookies and refreshments.  At that time, children 
will be able to visit with Santa to tell him what they 
want for Christmas. 
 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTING CONTEST BEGINS 
 

Hudson businesses and residential home owners are 
invited to participate in this year's Christmas 
lighting contest.  Similar to our Yard of the Month 
recognition program, 
judges will be looking 
for businesses and 
homes that exhibit 
exceptional holiday 
displays.  The Hudson 
Community Events 
Committee will begin judging the week of 
December 19th with one business and three homes 
being selected as winners.  This year's prizes are 
being handcrafted by the students of Weld Central 
High School's FFA program.    
 
 

Remember A Veteran at 
Christmas. 

Join us in building a 
Veterans Memorial in 

2012 
See page 4 for details. 

 

 
 

Holiday Events 
Scheduled 
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HUDSON PUMPKIN PATCH FESTIVAL A 
SMASHING SUCCESS 

 

With the energy and excitement that only a child 
can produce, students from Hudson Elementary 
School exited their busses to begin a two-hour 
odyssey through the Willard Farm, home of the 35-
acre Wild West Corn Maze near Hudson.  Well over 
two hundred 
students along with 
Principal Greg 
Dent, his faculty, 
and parental 
chaperones 
participated in this 
year’s Pumpkin 
Patch Festival.  Heather Willard, proprietor of the 
farm and the corn maze, met the school busses and 
coordinated the starting point for each of the 
Kindergarten through 5th Grade classes.  Twenty-
five students from Weld Central High School’s FFA 
program helped lead them through the activities.   
 

Some of the activities included: learning about farm 
equipment and farm animals at the petting zoo; 
getting exercise at the hay bale pyramid; taking a 
ride on a trolley pulled by one of the farm’s tractors; 
and watching an air cannon shoot pumpkins 
hundreds of feet across the field.  Other featured 
attractions included a fire engine brought in by 
Hudson Fire Chief Robert Bertram and Captain 
Larissa Kreutzer, and a Weld County Sheriff patrol 
car brought in by Deputy Chris Cruz.   
 

Using one of the smaller corn mazes, each of the 
classmates hiked through the maze with the goal of 
finding a pumpkin to take home and decorate.  
Nobody got lost on the mini-trail and everyone 
came out with a perfect pumpkin. As the children 
boarded their busses for the trip back to school, 
Marcia Davison and Sue Jimison from the Hudson 
Community Events Committee passed out trick or 
treat goodie bags to all the kids. 
 

In previous years, the Town of Hudson hosted the 
Children’s Pumpkin Patch Festival at Hudson 
Memorial Park.  This year’s successful event was a 
partnership among the Town of Hudson, Kevin and 
Heather Willard – proprietors’ of the Wild West 
Corn Maze, Greg Dent and his faculty from Hudson 
Elementary School, and the students from the FFA 

Chapter at Weld Central High School.  In addition 
to thanking this year’s partners, we would also like 
to extend our sincere appreciation to our local 
sponsors who contributed to the success of the 
event:  Vince Rossi of Rossi Produce - donated 
pumpkins for children to find and take home; 
Dorthea Elias from the Barn Store - provided hot 
chocolate / apple cider mix and cups; Mark 
Kinnear from Farmers Insurance - contributed 
bottled water and candy; and Lisa Hamsmith and 
Carol Foster for  putting the Town’s trick or treat 
goodie bags together for the children. 

 

Hudson Library Happenings  

Terri Redden, director 
 

If you remember what a victrola and an LP are 
you’re sure to be entertained at the Hudson Public 
Library on December 3 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.  Jon Erickson, entertainer extraordinaire, will 
bring his musical instruments to perform for us as 
well as sharing his vast knowledge of music trivia. 
If you don’t remember what the two items are 
you’ll want to get a peek for yourself. Don’t miss 
out on this unique musical experience. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 
 

Listed below are three fantastic databases you can 
find at www.mylibrary.us. You can easily access all 
on your home computer or visit the library.  

• Learning Express Library  

- Academic tests: GED, ACT, SAT, GRE, 
 Advanced Placement and more. 
-Civil Service: postal worker, EMT, 
firefighter,  law enforcement. 
- Military ASVAB 
- Real Estate 
- Citizenship 

• Legal Forms  

Official, State specific, Federal, Business, 
Personal, Real Estate and General forms 
covering hundreds of legal subjects and 
issues. 

• Small Engine Repair Reference Center  

Small engine repair assistance, including: 
ATVs; commercial mowers; farm tractors; 
generators; motorcycles; marine; outdoor 
power equipment; PWC (personal 
watercraft/jet ski); snow-blowers; 
snowmobiles; tillers and other small engines. 

“Children are 

made readers on 

the laps of their 

parents”  

Emilie Buchwald 
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I-76 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
INITIATIVE HOLDS FIRST 

RECEPTION 
 

With nearly one hundred and fifty people in 
attendance, the I-76 Economic Development 
Initiative group kicked off its first annual reception 
on October 6th.  This year’s theme was “Celebrating 
First Steps” and that’s exactly what the reception 
did.   
 

Candy Veldhuizen, a Lochbuie Steering Committee 
representative, provided business owners, land 
owners, land developers, and elected officials with a 
brief story and progress report about the 
collaborative partnerships being built in support of 
the I-76 Economic Development Initiative.  The 
Initiative group is comprised of the Towns of 
Hudson, Keenesburg and Lochbuie.  Daryl Coffey, 
Director of Strategic Programs for the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railway, then followed with a 
progress report on their activities in and around the 
Hudson Industrial Park. 
 

Pam Shaddock, a representative from Senator Mark 
Udall’s office, was next on the agenda and 
recognized this year’s Corporate Citizen of the 

Year, United Power, and Strategic Partner of the 

Year, Larry Burkhardt, for their contributions to the 
progress of the group’s efforts.  Ellen Steiner, a 
representative from Senator Michael Bennet’s 
office, then 
presented 
Regional 

Cooperation 

Award plaques to 
elected officials 
from the Towns 
of Hudson, 
Keenesburg and Lochbuie.  The Towns were 
responsible for signing a joint resolution that led to 
the creation of the Initiative. 
 

Wrapping up the program were three guest 
speakers.  First at the podium was Mr. Jesse 
Esparza, the new Small Business Development 

Center Field Office Coach for the southeast Weld 
communities.  Jesse announced that after working 
only twelve hours in the three I-76 communities, he 
had already identified nine clients for one-on-one 

coaching along with several other interested 
entrepreneurs.  Mr. Joe Brown, Director of Sales for 
the Buxton Group, spoke next about working with 
municipalities on their retail economic development 
efforts.  Joe identified what retailers need in order to 
make a site selection decision.  Last to speak was 
Ben Wright, CEO for Denver-based Atlas 
Advertising.  Ben, an expert in economic 
development marketing, spoke about developing 
and implementing innovative marketing strategies 
for an economic development effort. 
 

The evening concluded with the 2011 I-76 
Economic Development Initiative Founder’s Award 
being presented to Candy Veldhuizen for her 
commitment and dedication.  
 

Guests were treated 
to a variety of wines 
provided by the 
family-owned and 
operated Balistreri 

Vineyards in 
Denver, a Gold-
Level sponsor for the event.  The Denver-based 
Wynkoop Brewing Company, also a Gold sponsor, 
donated two of their popular brews as well.  
Cheeses, breads, fruits, vegetables, and desserts 
were also prepared by members of the I-76 Steering 
Committee under the expert culinary guidance of 
Candy Veldhuizen. 
In addition to the two gold sponsors listed above, 
other Gold Level Sponsors included:  Tagawa 
Greenhouse; Platte Valley Medical Center; The 
Bromley Companies; United Power; Brighton & 
Keene Florist; Colorado East; and Xcel Energy.  
The High Plains Library District was a Silver Level 
sponsor and Aims Community College was a 
Bronze Level sponsor.   
 

Other dignitaries in attendance included Maria 
Secrest on behalf of Rep. Cory Gardner, Cheryl 
Scofield from the USDA office, the Mayors from 
the Cities of Brighton and Fort Lupton, Weld 
County RE-3J School District Superintendent Susie 
Townsend, and Dr. Daniel P. Doherty, Academic 
Dean for Aims Community College. 
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VETERANS MEMORIAL 
FUNDRAISER BEGINS 

Christmas Gift Opportunity 
 

The Town’s Veterans Memorial Committee has 
announced the beginning of the fundraising effort.  
The memorial, located east of the picnic shelter at 
the Hudson Memorial Park, will raise the estimated 
$44,900 construction cost through sale of engraved 
pavers, donations of money and labor, and 
sponsorship of specific pieces of hardware.    
 

You can honor a veteran by buying an engraved 
brick for $40 with up to three lines of text, up to 20 
characters per line 
(including spaces and 
punctuation).  Large 
engraved tiles will also 
be available for $250.  
 

Applications for brick pavers are available at Town 
Hall.  The Committee will send all applicants a 
Certificate, acknowledging the purchase and the 
wording to be placed on the brick.  This would be a 
great addition to a Christmas card! 
 

The Memorial will also include an engraved plaque, 
acknowledging donations of cash and labor at the 
following levels: 
 

Gold Sponsor: $2,500 or more 
Silver Sponsor: $1,000 - $2,499 
Bronze Sponsor: $500 - $999 

 

All checks should be made out to “Town of 
Hudson,” with “Veterans Memorial” on the memo 

line.  Contact Town Hall for more information. 

I-76 ACTION PLAN APPROVED 
 

In a recent meeting, the Steering Committee for the 
I-76 Economic Development Initiative approved a 
17-step Action Plan that will provide with which to 
achieve the goals, objectives and strategies 
identified by the committee earlier this year. A 
Roles and Responsibilities Matrix has also been 
developed to assign the many tasks to the 
organizations and boards that have a direct stake in 
the success of the economic development initiative.  
To read the I-76 Economic Development Initiative’s 
Vision and Mission Statements and the Action Plan, 
go to www.hudsoncolorado.org and click on 
“LATEST ENTRIES” on the homepage. 
 

SEASON AND HOLIDAY SAFETY 
 

Thanksgiving and Christmas are holidays that bring 
friends and family together to share a good meal, 
conversation and laughter.  But these holidays also 
comes with several health hazards, including an 
increased chance of fires, food poisoning and 
choking.  Take a few minutes to review the holiday 
safety tips at FEMA’s U.S. Fire Administration 
website, www.usfa.fema.gov, and the Center for 
Disease Control website at 
www.cdc.gov/features/turkeytime/, and enjoy the 
holidays without worry. 
 

The holiday and winter season can also bring health 
hazards to your pets.  Foods that people consume 
can be harmful, even deadly to animals.  To learn 
more about 
the various 
issues that 
can affect 
your pet, 
go to the 
American 
Society for 
the 
Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals website at www.aspca.org.  
In the top right corner of the homepage type in 
“holiday pet safety” or “cold weather tips” in the 
search box for a listing of many articles covering 
the topic. 
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More News From 

Town Hall…. 
 
 

 
 

• The Board of Trustees recently annexed the 

Ritchie-Roy Annexation, a 10 acre parcel located 

on Hudson Drive, south of the TCI tire plant.  

There are no immediate plans to develop the site. 

• The 2012 Town Budget is proposed for adoption 

at the December 7th Board of Trustees meeting.  

Anyone interested can stop by Town Hall to see a 

copy. 

• Lucile C. Arnusch, Jacqueline B. Maslowe, and 

Brian C. Larson were appointed by the Board to 

the High Plains Library District Board.   

 
 
COMPOST DUMPSTER STILL AVAILABLE 
 

The Town of Hudson continues to provide compost 
dumpsters for tree branches downed during 
October's winter storms.  Residents clearing 
additional branches are also encouraged to use the 
compost dumpster which is located at the Hudson 
lagoon site on Hickory Street across from Loves 
Truck Stop.  No appointments are necessary as the 
“honor system” is in place to use the dumpster 
which is available from 8am – 4pm Monday 
through Friday.  We do ask that you only place tree 
branches in the compost dumpster as the recycling 
dumpster is also located next to the lagoon site. 
 

Gator Rubbish Removal will also pick up tree limbs 
during their weekly Friday pickup service.  The 
following rules must be followed: 

• One bundle per week, NO more than 40 
pounds 

• Limbs must be cut into four foot lengths 

• Limbs must NOT be over four inches in 
diameter 

 

If you have questions for Gator Rubbish, they can 
be reached at 303-655-0710 or by email at 
info@gatorrubbishremoval.com.  
 

 

SEWER SYSTEM COMPLETED 
 

Reynolds Construction has completed the final 
phase of the Town’s multi-year wastewater project.  
On November 21st Mayor Neal Pontius threw the 
switch on the 
new lift station, 
sending waste 
water down the 
new sewer line 
to the treatment 
plant.  Shown 
in the picture 
are Jose 
Martinez and Mark Burridge from Reynolds 
Construction, Mayor Pontius, and Tim Holbrook of 
IFE Engineering, the project engineer. 
 

It will take a few weeks for the new system to be 
fully activated, a process that includes making 
adjustments in the treatment plant to accept the new 
wastewater load.  The Town can now begin the 
process of “decommissioning” the sewer lagoons, a 
process that is dependent on obtaining additional 
funding.   

 
SPEAKING OF SEWERS… 

 

Have you inspected and cleaned your sewer service 
line lately???  The Town recently had one of the 
sewer lines in the old part of town inspected with a 
video camera.  What we found surprised us.  There 
were tree roots in the line, but they were not coming 
from cracks in the Town’s line.  The roots were 
growing into the public sewer main line from 
connecting service lines to individual houses!  
 

The Town recently 
purchased sewer jetting 
equipment and will be 
cleaning public sewer 
mains on a yearly basis.  
But you can help by 
making sure that your line 
is clean as well.  If you 
haven’t done it in a while, it may save you costly 
repairs, and it may save your neighbors repairs as 
well, to have your line inspected and cleaned.  
Remember, a clean sewer is a happy sewer. 
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REMEMBER… Town Board meetings 
are open to the public. Agendas are posted 
in the Town Hall window and at the Post 
Office.   

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

THE HUDSON CONNECTION 
 

  

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,  

PLEASE CONTACT THE  

TOWN HALL AT 303-536-9311. 

 

• Holiday Events 

• Town 2012 Budget Update   

• Veterans Memorial 

• Wastewater Project Completed   

• Veterans Memorial Fundraiser 

• I-76 Economic Development Report 

• Have you cleaned your sewer line lately? 
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