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TOWN OF HUDSON
TO CELEBRATE
CENTENNIAL

2014 marks a significant
milestone for the Town of
Hudson as we celebrate the
100™ anniversary of the
Town’s founding on April
2,1914.

In preparation for this cele-
bration we have created a
Centennial Celebration
Committee. The commit-
tee consists of local resi-
dents, business owners, and
staff from the Hudson Pub-
lic Library, Hudson Fire

See CENTENNIAL, p. 7
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JUDY MCGILL
TO RETIRE

After over thirty-one years
of service to the communi-
ty, Judy McGill has an-
nounced her retirement
from the Town...at least

ment. After January 1st,
Judy will stay on part-time
to help with many of the
same duties that she pre-
formed for all these years.

See JUDY, p.5

HUDSON HONORS
VETERANS

On November 9th
about fifty people
came out to Hud-
son’s Veterans -
Memorial to enjoy Ba
a sunny fall day
and to commemo-
rate Veterans Day. |
Mayor Pro-Tem
Ray Patch, a U.S.
Navy veteran, pre-
sided over the
brief ceremony.
Mark Kauffmann, George
Tendick, both Marine vets,
and an honor guard from
the Keenesburg American
Legion Post 180 held a flag
replacement ceremony.

Mark spoke about the im-
portance of the day. The
event ended with a rifle
salute and Navy veteran

Joe Aspey playing Taps.

PR This year 18
@i commemora-
e tive bricks and
a large tile ac-
knowledging a
donation from
the BNSF
Railway Foun-
dation were
added to the
Memorial.

Thanks to everyone who
helped make the event a
success...and THANK
YOU, VETERANS, for
your service!
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TAMMY McCAIN
and

DEBBIE TUCKER
LEAVE BOARD

The Board of Trustees
was sorry to receive the
resignations of two trus-
tees, Tammy McCain and
Debbie Tucker. Tammy
was a member of the
Board since 2006, and she
served as a member of the
Planning Commission-
from 2001 till 2010.

Debbie Tucker was a
member of the Board
since April 2012.

Good luck to both of you
and thank you for your
service to the community.

Town Clerk/
Treasurer,

Linnette Barker,
administers the
oath of office to
l.aura Hargis

LAURA HARGIS
AND ED ROSSI
JOIN THE BOARD

After advertising the two
Board vacancies, two citi-
zens stepped up and ap-
plied for the positions.

On November 6th Laura
Hargis took the oath of
office as a Town Trustee.
She was joined on No-
vember 20th by Ed Rossi,
thereby filling the two
vacancies on the Board.

Laura is a current member
of the Planning Commis-
sion. She will stay with
the Planning Commission
as an “ex-officio” mem-
ber. Ed is a former mayor
and long time member of
the Board. Both are fill-
ing vacancies until the
April 2014 election.

Deputy Town
Clerk/Treasurer,
Judy McGill,
administers the
oath of office to
Ed Rossi

2014 BUDGET
TAKING SHAPE

At its meeting on Decem-
ber 4th, the Board of
Trustees will consider
adoption of the Town’s
2014 budget. The annual
budget is a financial plan
that sets out what the
Town wants to accom-
plish in the coming year
and how it will pay for
new and ongoing pro-
grams and projects.

In addition to routine op-
erations, the Town is con-
sidering the following:

e Move ahead with the
library portion of the
library/town hall project

e Build a new playground
at the Memorial Park
without grant funds.

e Begin a multi-year pro-
gram of chip sealing
streets and replacing old
sidewalks

o Complete warranty
work on the paving pro-
ject

e Build the I-76 frontage
road realignment pro-
ject

e Host a series of pro-
grams to celebrate the
Town’s Centennial

e Build a fishing pier at
the pond

» Continue to improve the
appearance of the
Town’s Hwy. 52 entry-
way

FIRE CHIEF TAKES
JOB IN BUENA VISTA

At its meeting of Novem-
ber 20th the SE Weld
Chamber of Commerce
recognized Chief Robert
Bertram of the Hudson
Fire Protection District
for his service. Chamber
President Mark Kinnear
and Pat Cooke presented

the Chief with a cake and
some going-away gifts.

Chief Bertram has accept-
ed a position as Chief of
the Chaffee County fire
District. The District co-
vers Buena Vista, Salida
and the surrounding for-
ested area. It is an oppor-
tunity for the Chief to re-
turn to the mountains. He
came to Hudson from Pal-
isade about two years
ago.

o Staff size will increase
by one part-time posi-
tion at town hall.

o The budget anticipates
sale of the old
wastewater lagoon
property for develop-
ment

| o Continue economic de-

velopment programs

e Purchase and install
new accounting and
court management soft-
ware

The proposed Budget is
available for review at
Town Hall. Call or stop
by if you have questions.




SAFEBUILT
AWARDED CODE
ENFORCEMENT
CONTRACT

At its meeting of Novem-
ber 6th the Board of Trus-
tees awarded a contract to
Safebuilt Colorado, the
Town’s building inspec-
tion contractor, to also
enforce the environmental
codes. Beginning on De-
cember 1st, Frank
Goodard from Safebuilt
will take over the code
enforcement duties. Ani-
mal control will still be
handled by town staff.
Environmental codes ad-
dress issues such as tall
weeds, accumulations of
junk and debris, aban-
doned vehicles, etc. Im-
proving enforcement of
these laws has been a re-
curring theme in the an-
nual town survey.

Frank brings considerable
experience to the part-
time contract job, and is
also providing the service
to other area communi-
ties. He can be contacted
by calling Town Hall.

As always, keep-

ing Hud- 50

son

|

well-maintained is
ultimately a matter of
common sense and mutu-
al respect among neigh-
bors. Enforcing the law is
a last resort in something
that should never require
a ticket.

Sewer Rate Increase
Considered for 2014

Sewer service is something
that we can’t live without,
but it’s hard to talk about.
The town’s sewer utility is
operated as a town-owned
business, referred to as an
“enterprise,” subject to en-
vironmental and financial
rules of both the state and
federal governments. This
enterprise includes opera-
tion and maintenance of a
500,000 gallon-per-day
treatment plant, three lift
stations, and over 12 miles
of sewer lines. A crew of
three employees operate
both the wastewater and
water systems.

As mentioned previously
in The Hudson Connection,
part of the 2014 budget
will be a long overdue in-
crease in wastewater rates.
Ever since the Town took
over the wastewater utility
in the mid ‘90s, the system
has operated at a loss, with
other town revenues subsi-
dizing operations. Periodic
rate increases only partially
covered the shortfall. But
inflation, stricter EPA
standards, the cost of sys-
tem improvements, and
federal regulations have
made it necessary to raise
rates sufficiently to pay for
the cost of the service.

The current proposal
would raise the average

per month (some increases
will be more, and some
will be less), but would
again only partially solve
the problem. To bring
rates in line with costs, rate

increases are planned to be
considered over three
years, with decisions for
2015 and 2016 to be part
of those budgets. Future
rate adjustments, if any,
will be dependent in large
part on any new develop-
ment activity. New devel-
opment will provide new
revenues to help cover the
fixed costs of operating the
system.

New rates, planned for
January 1, 2014, will do
the following:

¢ Bring system revenues in
line with costs of opera-
tion.

o Meet federal regulations.

e Provide for a prudent
operating reserve.

e Charge all customers a
fixed “base” rate to cover
fixed costs; and charge
all customers a variable
“flow” rate to cover vari-
able costs. (Currently
only commercial custom-
ers pay a flow charge.
With the new rates, all
customers who put larger
amounts of sewage down
the drain cost more to
serve.)

Currently, residential cus-
tomers pay a flat rate of
$24.61 per month per resi-
dential unit. Commercial
Customers pay that flat
rate plus a flow rate of
$2.46 per 1,000 gallons of
sewage produced above
10,000 gallons.

Under the proposed rate,
residential customers will
be billed a base of $25.60
plus a flow charge of $1.94
per 1,000 gallons. Com-
mercial customers will be
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charged a base rate deter-
mined by the size of their
water meter, with custom-
ers having a 3/4” meter
being charged $25.60 and
those with larger meters
being charged some multi-
ple, depending on the ca-
pacity of the larger meter.
Commercial customers
will also be billed a flow
charge of $3.59 per 1,000
gallons. The existing sur-
charges for certain classes
of commercial customers
will remain the same.

Wastewater flow for all
customers will be deter-
mined by the average wa-
ter use in winter months.
(Basing sewage flow on
summer water use would
not be fair since so much
water is used for lawn irri-
gation and would not be
going down the sewer.)
Flow charges will also be
adjusted every July, based
on the previous winter’s
water use. The annual cost
of living adjustment, based
on the consumer price in-
dex, will not change.

It is the Town’s intent to
continue operating a quali-
ty service as economically
as possible, while still op-
erating it as a business. It
can’t sell a service for less
than it costs to produce it.

Action on the rates is

restdential bittabour$10——scheduled forthe Decern=——

ber 4th Board meeting.
Call Town Hall if you have
questions or if you would
like an estimate of how the
new rate would affect your
bill.
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INITIAL PLANNING FOR THE PROPOSED
LIBRARY AND TOWN HALL COMPLETE

The Town Board and the Library Board have completed the initial concepts for the
proposed new library and town hall to be located on a shared site 1/4 mile south of
the Hudson Academy of Arts and

Sciences. The architectural firm
Barker Rinker Seacat has been
working with the two boards for
several months, developing a con-
cept for facilities that will take
the community into the future.
On October 29th the Town held
an open house at the library to
gather public comments on the
proposed plans.

The entire prOJ ect is a multi-year process that will provide new facilities for the

T : - Town and for the Library service

_ area for many years to come.

. Long range plans include im-

provement of a “town square”
type of open area adjoining the

.| new buildings. Site drawings and

floor plans for the proposed build-

— ings are on display at the library.

Featwing. . .

NOVEMBER 30™ IS
SMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAY

Most Americans know Black
Friday and Cyber Monday are
big days for holiday shopping.
But between the two is another
important part of the holiday
shopping season — Small Busi-

", ness Saturday, a day that is
! dedicated to supporting the

| small businesses that anchor
| our local communities and

| strengthen our economy.

From the Main Street shops to

il the high-tech startups, small

businesses are the backbone of
our economy and the corner-
stones of a diverse and thriving
marketplace. These businesses
create two out of every three
net new private sector jobs, and
half of working Americans
either own or work for a small
business. By starting your
holiday season in one of our
local businesses, you help sup-
port all the things that make
our community great!

Join us for our Annual
Hudson Town Hall
Christmas Lighting Celebration!

Friday, December 6
6pm at Hudson Town Hall

Laura Wmf[@rs and the

SANTA CLAUS!

Cookies and refrespumenty will be avadlable!/




LIBRARY NEWS

Make time to come to the

library this Christmas sea-

son, check out a book,
dvd, audiobook. Escape
into a good tale, learn a
new craft, and delight a
child with a picture book.

Itsy Bitsy Bugs- Present-

ed by the Butterfly Pavil-

ion December 6™ at
10:30 a.m., age 2-3. This
program is 30 fun-filled
minutes guaranteed to

keep your toddlers flutter-

ing, hopping and singing.
They will bring puppets,
music and of course-
LIVE BUGS to keep
your tots buzzing with
excitement.

Visit us at “Christmas in
Keenesburg” on Decem-
ber 7" 2-5. The library
will have puppet shows,
crafts and storytelling at
“A Step Back in Time”.
Pick up a flyer at the li-
brary for more infor-
mation.

2-1-1 GETS YOU
CONNECTED

The United Way’s 2-1-1 service
is an easy to remember phone
number that connects callers in
need to more than 1,600 availa-
ble health and human service
programs, government agencies,
and community organizations.
Although the United Way 2-1-1
service is NOT a crisis line, it
does deliver confidential com-
prehensive information and re-
ferral services, free of charge to
the caller, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.

JUDY, cont. from p.1

Judy recalls the town hall

she started, now the loca-
tion of the barber shop.
That space also housed the
library! Two full-time and
two part-time employees
served “400-some” resi-
dents. Mayor John
Gettmann presided over
the Board of Trustees,
holding meeting in that-
same office space.

In addition to assisting social
workers, case managers, church
leaders, employers, teachers,
health professionals and others
with assistance for their clients, J&*
members, and students, 2-1-1 K@
can provide individual callers ¥
with the fastest and easiest way
to get access to the many re- ; -
sources found across our com-

munities. She says that the best part

of the job over the years
has been “getting to know
the people.”

For those with an internet con-

nection, go to www.unitedway-
weld.org.

Stop by Town Hall and
join us in wishing Judy
well in her (semi) retire-

building plans are availa-
ble for you to view and
comment on. They are

available at the library. meni
Please come in BECKY UTECHT
to see the con- JOINS STAFF

—12:00-and-continuing-eve

Is Serabble {(3

your thing? T {‘.
Come join -".'.':'r’"

ceptual plans and

let us know what Becky Utecht was recently

fellow 72 you think. hired as the new Town
Scrabble /4 ) Clerk/Treasurer Pro-Tem.
lovers for The library A Hudson native, Becky
tournaments staff and board  ;ye5 in Keenesburg with
in Decem- sends their good e family. Her parents

wishes. Have a
thankful Thanksgiving
and a Merry Christmas!

ber. It will be starting on

Friday, December 6" at- comes to the Town with

over ten years of office

still live in Hudson. Becky
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News from
on Cedar Street at the time Town Hall...

Some people have asked
why the Town puts up
Christmas decorations so
early. Two reasons...
First, the weather is nice.
When it gets cold and
snowy the crew is busy
doing other things such
as plowing. Second,
United Power volunteers
its bucket truck for the
task. We have to hang
decorations when the
truck is available.

The Town negotiated an
agreement with Great
Western Oil & Gas re-
garding road mainte-
nance and routing vehi-
cles from their proposed
wells east of town.

The Town continues to
have a problem with peo-
ple stealing water from
fire hydrants. We will
sell bulk water to compa-
nies needing water
through a bulk water per-
mit system. Connecting
to a fire hydrant without
the proper backflow pre-
venter and without a per-
mit is illegal and it
threatens the public wa-
ter system with contami-

-nation. -The Town will

nrnqm uie 2!1\.’0]‘1(‘ ("::ll]!‘J}'li

Reading is a long lasting

experience. Her skills and
gift.

knowledge of the commu-
nity and residents will be
an asset in her new posi-

ry Friday in December.
You are invited to play,
even if you are a novice

player. We’ll provide the Hudson Library hours:

M,Tu, Th, Fr 10-6 Wed

goodies. tion. Please help us wel-
10-7, Sat. 9- 2 Sunday come her as an important
The library/town hall closed member of the Town staff,

stealmg water.

If you are raising back-
yard chicken hens, be
sure to come to town hall
for a permit. The cost is
five dollars. No roosters,
please...
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FISHING DERBY NOT A “CATCHING” DERBY
But Everyone Had Fun Anyway

ATMOS ENERGY ) ) )
MEETS WITH BOARD [n spite of the pond being stocked with a new batch of hungry trout only two days

earlier, the thirty contestants in the October Fishing Derby came up empty. May-
Early on Saturday morn-  be it was the weather. Maybe it was the millions of minnows in the pond being
ing, November 9th, the more appetizing than power-bait. It definitely wasn’t a lack of effort and skill on
Sheriff and the Fire De- the part of the many anglers and un-tanglers.
partment had to evacuate
some downtown residents
as a precaution after
someone hit and broke an
alley gas meters. There

are meters in alleys The T 1 . . o s
to schedul derb t . Hope they’re biting.
throughout the older part e Town plans to schedule more derbies again next year p y g

Maybe they didn’t have fish for dinner, but all of the kids in the contest went away
with a fishing pole, reel and tackle, provided by Colorado Parks and Wildlife, a
pumpkin, provided by Rossi Produce, and a gift card for Subway or Carl’s Jr. Not
bad for a morning’s work.

o, L P R T g,

On November 20th, Rod
Geis, an Operations Su-
pervisor with Atmos, met
with the Board of Trus-
tees to discuss what At- =55
mos was planning to do to |
address the hazard. Mr.
Geis indicated that Atmos
is aware of the hazard and
has a plan for this winter
to move 14 meters identi-
fied as being in the most
dangerous locations.
Atmos is concerned that
there are similar meters in
small towns throughout
their service area. Relo-

i oa D . A0
would be prohibitive.
ATMOS said they would
address individual meters
over time as old lines are
replaced.



CENTENNIAL, cont. from p.1

Protection District and the
Town of Hudson. The
mission of this volunteer
group is to plan a series of
events that will take place
throughout the 2014 calen-
dar year.

Events already underway
or projects currently being
considered include: Hud-
son Academy Centennial
poster & logo contest,
community dinner &
dance, historical one-act
play presentation, recorded
interviews featuring stories
from our longtime resi-
dents, historical photo post
card collectors set, Centen-
nial themed summer movie
-in-the-park series, fishing
clinic & derby, “pioneer”

| Complete this quiz correctly, clip it out, and return it to Town Hall. The first FIVE correct
I'entries received during regular office hours will win a $20 credit on their water & sewer

cookbook, annual holiday
events, and a new fall fes-
tival with a cook-off com-
petition just to name a
few of the many sugges-
tions being considered.

Information on the vari-
ous events and activities
taking place can be found
throughout the year in the
following locations:
www.hudsoncolorado.org,
Facebook Page - Hudson
Special Events, The Hud-
son Connection, notices
posted at Town Hall,
Hudson Academy of Arts
& Sciences Student Fri-
day Folders, local town
business flyers, individual
email updates, and
through articles in the
Lost Creek Guide.

1 bill (or, if you’re not the one who pays utilities, we'll come up with another non-cash

i prize). (Only one entry per household.)

E 1. In what year did Tammy McCain join the Town Board?

1 2. How many contestants were there in the October

:fishing derby?

1 3. Who was the speaker at the November 9th Veterans Day

1event in Hudson?

|
14. What does the Town plan to build next year at the pond?

1 5. What is the Keenesburg American Legion post number?

16. Who is the Town’s new Code Enforcement Officer?

| . . s .
1 7. How many miles of sewer line does the Town maintain?

We currently have ap-
proximately eighteen ac-
tive committee members
at this time. However, we
are still looking for more
people to help make this
yearlong Centennial Cel-
ebration a success. If you
would like to join our
committee or volunteer
for individual events or
projects, please contact
Dan Hamsmith at
303.536.9311 or by email
dhamsmith@hudsoncolor

ado.org.

CHRISTMAS
LIGHTING CON-
TEST COMING UP
It’s that time of the year
when Hudson residents and

business owners have the
chance to show off their
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exterior holiday decorating
skills as the Town of Hud-
son hosts the Annual Christ-
mas Lighting Contest.

Judges will begin their
search for the top three resi-
dential homes and one local
business beginning the week
of Monday, December 9™
and concluding on Friday,
December 13", In order to
compete, holiday displays
must remain lighted during
the evenings of that week.
Only exterior decorations
will be judged.

Winners of the exceptional
holiday displays will be
contacted the week of Mon-
day, December 16", Good
luck to all who participate!

WINNERS!

The winners of the last
$20 QUIZ, each receiving
a $20 utility bill credit
were:

e Michael Soper/Diane
Stille

o Kent Sublette

e Tanya Livesay

e Juan Murillo

¢ Russell Gibson

Congratulations to our
winners!

1bmit-your-entries-earty-

Remember;-only-the-first———

7
Name:

. In what years did Ed Rossi serve as mayor?

Address:

1
1
T
1
I
1
I
I
I
I
1
I
1
|

(For Office Use: Date & Time Received:

five correct entries re-
ceived at Town Hall will
win. We don’t give out
“participation ribbons!”



THE HUDSON CONNECTION

'REMEMBER... Town Board meetings on the

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTION S, iﬁrst and third Wednesdays of each month are
open to the public. Agendas are posted in the
PLE ASE CONT ACT THE Tl())wn Hall willjldow andgat the Post (I;ffice.

P TN

TOWN HALL AT 303-536-9311.

Visit the Town’s web site for more up-
to-date news about what’s going on:
www.hudsoncolorado.org
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