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open to the public. Agendas are posted in the 

Town Hall window and at the Post Office.   

THE HUDSON CONNECTION  

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,  

PLEASE CONTACT THE  

TOWN HALL AT 303-536-9311. 

Town of Hudson 

PO Box 351 

Hudson, CO 80642 

POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 109 

HUDSON, CO 80642 

ECRWS 

BOX HOLDER 

 

HUDSON, CO 80642 

Visit the Town’s web site for 

more up-to-date news about 

what’s going on: 

www.hudsoncolorado.org 

Photo courtesy of Magnus Hargis 

 

 

1914 - 2014 

July - August 2014 

The HUDSON 

CONNECTION 
The Town of Hudson Newsletter 

Inside this issue: 

Letter from Mayor 2 

New Board Members 2 

Library News 3 

SBDC 3 

Siren Test 3 

Gator Rubbish 3 

Citizen Survey 3 

Centennial 4 

YOTM Winners 6 

Pedestrian Crossings 6 

Frontage Road 7 

$20 Quiz 7 

Board of   

Trustees and 

Planning  

Commission 

Meetings Are 

Now at  

6:00 p.m. 

CENTENNIAL  

CELEBRATION  

COMMITTEE 

VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED! 

Call 303-536-9311 
See Crossing, p. 7 

Volume No. 74 

schedule a grand opening 

sometime after school is 

back in session.   
 

The playground, completed 

in the Town’s 100th year of 

incorporation,  will be 

called “Centennial Play-

ground.” 

The Town plans to have the 

merry-go-round from the 

old playground refurbished 

and installed in the new 

facility.   
 

A big thanks to Laura and 

Magnus Hargis, Cris-

tine and Steve Ander-

son, Ray Patch and 

Brian Stork for com-

ing out to help on the 

June 14th volunteer 

work day.  Thanks 

also to the Town pub-

lic works crew for a 

job well done! 

NEW PLAYGROUND 

NEARS COMPLETION 
 

The opening of the long-

awaited new playground at 

Hudson Memorial Park 

will happen soon.  The 

playground, built for a cost 

of about $55,000 plus a lot 

of staff and volunteer labor.   
 

The playground features 

swings, slides, a climbing 

wall, an “infinity wall,” 

and a yet-to-be-named 

dragon.  The Town plans to 

Town crew and volunteers struggle to assemble the “Infinity Wall.”  

It gets its name from the amount of time needed to assemble it. 

Photo courtesy of Magnus Hargis 

Seems like we’ve all expe-

rienced it at one time or 

another.  Just as we’re ap-

proaching the railroad 

crossing the gates go down.  

Sometimes there’s a train.  

Sometimes there isn’t.  

Sometimes the train keeps 

on going.  Sometimes it 

stops across the road and 

sits, blocking you and who 

knows how many other 

people with business some-

where on the other side of 

the rail line.  Five minutes 

becomes ten minutes...and 

so on, sometimes for up to 

an hour.   
 

What if my kid is late for 

school?  What if a con-

struction  project is waiting 

for my load of material?  

What if I’m late for work?  

What if someone needs an 

ambulance?  What if…? 

RAILROAD CROSSING PROBLEMS 

TO BE TOPIC OF PUBLIC MEETING  

AUGUST 12TH  



 
Town Clerk Linnette Barker administers oath of office to 

Trustee Terri Davis. 

CLEARING THE AIR ON WEEDS 
 

Every year in weed season the question comes up 

about responsibility for alleys.  The Town doesn’t 

have resources to mow every alley and sidewalk area 

in town.  Like most towns, the responsibility lies with 

the owner of properties adjacent to those alleys and 

sidewalks.  We all rely on the good will of property 

owners to take care of these areas.  Section 7-32 (a) of 

the Municipal Code, adopted in 1992, states: All own-

ers and occupants of land in the town shall prevent 

property owned or occupied by them, including the 

alleys behind and from the sidewalk areas in front of 

such property, from becoming overgrown in weeds. 

It takes the help of all citizens to make Hudson a better 

place.  Thanks for doing your part! 

NEW BOARD MEM-

BERS BEGIN WORK 
 

On June 25th the Board 

of Trustees filled the last 

vacancy on the Board 

with the appointment of 

Terri Davis to a 2-year 

term.  Terri, a driver for 

School District RE3J, has 

been a resident of Hudson 

for 20 years.  Welcome 

aboard, Trustee Davis, 

and thanks for stepping 

up for your community! 
 

At its meeting of July 2nd 

the Board filled another 

vacancy.  Julie Stell was 

appointed to a 4-year term 

on the Town’s Planning 

Commission.  Julie, a 3-

year resident of Hudson, 

fills one of the three va-

cancies on the Commis-

sion.  Thanks, Julie! 
 

There are still two va-

cant seats on the Plan-

ning Commission wait-

ing for Hudson citizens 

who want to be involved 

in the Town’s future.  

No experience is neces-

sary… just a community 

spirit and a willingness to 

learn. 

Page 2 

LETTER FROM 

MAYOR PATCH 

There are many projects 

that are nearing comple-

tion: the new playground; 

the new entrance and exit 

to and from Love’s; as 

well as the closure of the I

-76 west frontage road 

from Highway 52 to 

County Road 12.5.  There 

are many more projects 

that are in the planning 

stages. 
 

The Board of Trustees 

makes decisions that af-

fect the citizens of Hud-

son every time they meet.  

I would encourage every-

one to provide concerns, 

comments to the Board of 

Trustees in order to assist 

in making good decisions 

in the growth and opera-

tion of our Town. 
 

We still have openings on 

the Planning Commis-

sion.  Anyone wishing to 

be a part of the decision-

making process, I would 

encourage you to apply 

for the openings. 
 

The staff and Board of 

Trustees participated in a 

retreat on Saturday, Au-

gust 2nd, to exchange ide-

as and visions on the fu-

ture growth of our com-

munity. 
 

As a reminder, school 

will be starting soon and 

we need to be aware of 

children walking to and 

from school on our 

streets.  Please be espe-

cially vigilant in the 

mornings and afternoons 

as these young people 

make their way to and 

from school 

Thank you 
 

Raymond Patch 

 

 

 

      $20 QUIZ! 
Complete this quiz correctly, clip it out, and return it to Town Hall.  The first FIVE correct 
entries received during regular office hours will win a $20 credit on their water & sewer 
bill (or, if you’re not the one who pays utilities, we’ll come up with another non-cash 
prize).  (Only one entry per household.) 

1. When is the meeting on railroad crossing blockages?   __________ 
 

2. How many Yard of the Month winners are there each month?  __________ 
 

3. What is the name of our newest Board member?   __________ 
 

4. How many vacancies are there on the Planning Commission?  __________ 
 

5. What streets will be the locations of the Hwy. 52 pedestrian signals? __________ 
 

6. How much did the new playground cost?     __________ 
 

7. What is the name of the RE-3J school supply donation drive?  __________ 
 

8. When is the MDA pancake breakfast?     __________ 
 

Name:_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 

(For Office Use: Date & Time Received:__________________________) 

Crossing, cont. from p.1 of Directors will hold a 

public forum to gather 

stories, concerns, ideas 

and comments regarding 

the ongoing problem of 

excessive delays at the 

Highway 52 rail crossing 

in downtown Hudson.  

The two boards will also 

consider a 

joint resolu-

tion, request-

ing action by 

the BNSF 

Railway and 

the Colorado 

legislature to 

resolve the 

problems 

once and for 

all. BNSF 

has been invited to the 

meeting. 
 

BRING YOUR STO-

RIES, CONCERNS 

AND CONSTRUCTIVE 

IDEAS TO SHARE 

WITH THE TOWN 

AND THE FIRE DIS-

TRICT.   

WINNERS! 

The winners of the last $20 

QUIZ, each receiving a 

$20 utility bill credit were: 
 

 Kent Sublette 

 Daniel Livesay 

 Carol Dunker 

 Juan Murillo 

 David Gutierrez 
 

Congratulations to our 

winners!   
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We have experienced two 

types of delays at the cross-

ing:  trains that park on the 

siding sometimes block the 

highway because the siding 

isn’t long enough; and oc-

casionally the gates mal-

function and 

close when 

there are no 

trains.  Traffic 

on the east side 

has been 

backed up 

nearly to Coun-

ty Road 47.  

Traffic on the 

west side has 

been backed up 

to Love’s.  Everyone’s 

frustrated. 
 

On Tuesday, August 12th, 

at 6:00 p.m. in the Hud-

son Fire Protection Dis-

trict Station, 702 Cedar 

Street in Hudson, the 

Town Board of Trustees 

and the Fire District Board 

UTILITY RATES 
 

As part of the 2015 budg-

et process the Board will 

again be discussing the 

operation of the Town’s 

water and wastewater 

utilities.  As mentioned in 

previous issues of the 

Hudson Connection, rates 

in both of these  utilities 

have not kept up with ris-

ing costs.  The increase in 

wastewater rates at the 

end of last year was pre-

sented as the first of three 

possible annual increases.  

Smaller adjustments are 

made every July 1st, 

based on the Consumer 

Price Index (CPI). 
 

The amount of any in-

creases will be affected 

by new development, 

bulk water sales, and the 

local economy.  As al-

ways, the Town will work 

to keep costs down and 

minimize increases.  But 

in the end, the Town can’t 

sell its utilities for less 

than it costs to operate 

them. 

FRONTAGE ROAD  

REALIGNMENT  

UPDATE 
 

The frontage road realign-

ment project is nearing 

completion.  Yet to be 

done is the east entrance 

into Love’s, installation 

of some signs, closure of 

the old frontage road be-

tween Highway 52 and 

County Road 12.5, and a 

few “punch list” items.   
 

The widening of Highway 

52, originally planned in 

the vicinity of the new 

intersection to be com-

pleted with this project, 

has been delayed pending 

additional funding to ad-

dress extraordinarily bad 

soil and groundwater con-

ditions.   



 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST 

“YARD OF THE MONTH”  WINNERS! 
NEW PEDESTRIAN 

CROSSING SIGNALS 
 

In order to better manage 

the problem of drivers on 

Highway 52 not stopping 

for pedestrians, CDOT, in 

cooperation with the 

Town, is installing new, 

solar-powered pedestrian 

crossing signals at Cedar 

and Beech Streets.  When 

activated by pedestrians, 

the new signals will flash 

and warn drivers to stop.  

The signals will be opera-

tional very soon. 
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THERE’S A NEW 

SHERIFF IN TOWN 
 

In mid-July Deputy Brent 

Flot was assigned as the 

regular Weld County 

Sheriff’s Office deputy in 

Hudson.  Deputy Flot re-

places Deputy Chadd 

Riordan who has been 

assigned to another area. 
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An exception is for siren 

tests.  At noon on the 

first Monday of every 

month the District tests 

the siren...and the 

phones at Town Hall 

start ringing with the 

question, “Why is that 

darn siren going off 

again?   

 Veterans Memorial 

bricks can be ordered 

at Town Hall.  $40.   

Deadline for orders for 

this Veterans Day is 

Sept. 15th.  The annual 

Veterans Day com-

memoration is sched-

uled for Saturday, No-

vember 8th. 

 Be sure to check our 

town website at 

www.hudsoncolorado.

org for the latest infor-

mation regarding Hud-

son’s Centennial 

Events. 

 The annual Citizen 

Survey will be coming 

in the mail SOON!  

Please take a few 

minutes to fill it out 

and return it to Town 

Hall.  We need your 

ideas to do a better job 

for the community. 

News from  
Town Hall... 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Those of you who use the 

library in Hudson are 

aware of plans to build a 

new Library/Town Hall. 

The Town Hall is not yet 

funded, but the library has 

worked for the last year to 

come up with a state-of- 

the-art plan for a magnifi-

cent library. Because we 

serve the entire RE3J 

school district, our mis-

sion has always been to 

make space available for 

meetings, classes and pro-

gramming. Our current 

wonderful building has 

served us well, but alas, 

we have grown out of it.  
 

On September 13, 2014 

we would like to invite 

everyone to our ground-

breaking ceremony. It 

will be held at 3:00 p.m. 

Please join us for this mo-

mentous occasion. We 

will involve the kids with 

a treasure hunt at the lo-

cation. You can find the 

ceremony at Beech St and 

Remington, right across 

from Hudson Hills and 2 

blocks south of the ele-

mentary school “Hudson 

Academy of Arts & Sci-

ences”  Afterwards head 

over to the Hudson Cen-

tennial Fall Festival. 

Please stop in the existing 

library and look at the 

plans for the new facility.  

WHY IS THAT DARN 

SIREN GOING OFF 

AGAIN?! 
 

The Fire District operates 

a warning siren to alert 

people in Hudson of  

emergency situations such 

as tornado warnings.  If 

weather is threatening and 

you hear the siren, you 

should move to the safest 

part of your home, away 

from windows.  It is also 

a VERY good idea for 

every household to have a 

NOAA weather radio that 

provides details of weath-

er events.  They cost 

about $30.   

GATOR RUBBISH 

CONTRACT  

EXTENSION TO BE  

CONSIDERED 
 

At it’s regular meeting on 

August 6th the Board of 

Trustees will consider an 

extension to the residen-

tial trash contract with 

Gator Rubbish.  Residents 

are welcome to comment 

at the meeting, or to call 

or email town hall. 

EAST COLORADO SBDC OFFERS BUSINESS 

CONSULTING & TRAINING 
 

The East Colorado Small Business Development Center 

offers business consulting and training that maximizes 

the economic potential of entrepreneurs within North-

east – East Central Colorado.  The mission of the 

SBDC is to help existing and new businesses grow and 

prosper.  Its goal is to help emerging and existing entre-

preneurs gain control of their business operations.  

They provide free guidance and counseling in all as-

pects of funding and developing small business, and 

strive to help grow and start-up businesses.   
 

While the SBDC cannot eliminate risk, they work to 

minimize it by helping clients write comprehensive 

business plans, conduct financial forecasts, strategize 

marketing tactics, apply for funding, and improve oper-

ations.  Through free and confidential one-on-one con-

sulting, you can meet with Jesse Esparza, Hudson’s 

business consultant, who understands your situation and 

can devise an action plan to move your company for-

ward.  Areas of counseling can include but are not lim-

ited to:  business plan development; marketing strategy; 

registration and licensing; start-up; and fi-

nancing preparation. 
 

Let your East Colorado SBDC help maxim-

ize your business potential.  For more infor-

mation contact Jesse Esparza at jes-

se.esparza@eastcoloradosbdc.com or call 

720-837-0416.  

http://www.hudsoncolorado.org
http://www.hudsoncolorado.org
mailto:jesse.esparza@eastcoloradosbdc.com
mailto:jesse.esparza@eastcoloradosbdc.com
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CENTENNIAL FALL 

FESTIVAL UPDATE 

With the beginning of the 

school year fast approach-

ing, the Hudson Centenni-

al Celebration Committee 

has resumed its scheduled 

meetings to plan for the 

Centennial Fall Festival.  

In an effort to keep the 

Centennial Festival more 

manageable, yet enter-

taining, several changes 

have been made to the 

format of the fall event 

that was originally dis-

cussed at the end of 2013.  

Here are just a few of the 

highlights you can expect: 
 

 Hudson Public Library 

Groundbreaking and 

associated events for the 

MOVIE IN THE 

PARK CANCELLED 

No one came to the July 

11th Movie in the Park.  In 

view of the cost and the 

lack of attendance, the 

“Movie in the Park” sched-

uled for Friday, August 

22nd, has been CAN-

CELLED.   

new library location on 

Beech Street just south 

of the Hudson Academy 

of Arts & Sciences 

 Street dance with The 

Country Cowboys in 

downtown Hudson at 

the corner of 7th Avenue 

and Cedar Street 

 Free family movie 

(location to be deter-

mined) 
 

The Centennial Festival 

will take place on Satur-

day, September 13th and 

begin at 3pm at the site of 

the new public library, on 

south Beech Street, across 

from Hudson Hills.  From 

there the celebration will 

move downtown.  Make 

sure you tell all of your 

HUDSON 1912 

CAN YOU RECOGNIZE ANY OF THE BUILDINGS? 

SOME OF THEM ARE STILL AROUND! 

This amazing photo was 

reproduced from an origi-

nal in the collection of 

Gene and Phyllis An-

drews.  It is a panorama 

of Hudson as it existed in 

1912.  Several of the 

buildings in the photo are 

still around today. 
 

Note the houses and busi-

nesses, including the store 

in the center at the corner 

of what is now Cedar and 

Highway 52: “R.C. Pep-

pers Co. - Hardware, Fur-

niture & Undertaking.”  

This was Hudson’s ver-

sion of a department 

store...something for eve-

ryone? 
 

The full-size copy of the 

photo is nearly 6-feet 

long.  It is on display at 

Town Hall.   

family and friends about 

this free event.  For more 

information go to 

www.hudsoncolorado.org 

for the latest updates.   
 

If you have any questions 

about the festival or 

would like to volunteer 

give us a call at Hudson 

Town Hall, 303-536-

9311.  

 

 

UPCOMING CENTENNIAL EVENTS 
 
August 18th – Yard of the Month Selection Week 
August 30th – Valley Bank & Trust MDA Pan-

cake Breakfast, 8am - 10:30am, 
Hudson Fire Protection District 
Station#1 

September 13th– Hudson Centennial Fall Festi-
val 
September 19th & 20th – Fall Clean-up, Hudson 

Hills Subdivision,  
 Sept. 19th from 8am-6pm and 
Sept. 20th from 8am - 2pm 

September 22nd – Yard of the Month Selection 

November 8th - Veterans Day Commemoration 

HUDSON 1912 

CAN YOU RECOGNIZE ANY OF THE BUILDINGS? 

SOME OF THEM ARE STILL AROUND! 
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Help the schools by donating school supplies.  Col-

lection bins in Hudson are at Town Hall, the fire sta-

tion, Andersens, Love’s, and the Library.  Monetary 

donations can be made to: Weld RE-3J Education 

Foundation, PO Box 613, Keenesburg, CO 80643. 

PLEASE HELP US PROVIDE SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO 

ALL STUDENTS SO THEY CAN SUCCEED! 

  

RECIPIES: The Centennial Celebration Committee 

is still collecting recipes for our Centennial Celebra-

tion Cookbook.  If you would like to submit a recipe

(s) send it via email to hudsoncentenni-

al@hudsoncolorado.org or drop it off at Hudson 

Town Hall, 557 Ash Street.   

PHOTOS: We are still looking for historic photos of 

Hudson.  If you have any to share, please contact us 

so that we can make copies for our collection. 

http://www.hudsoncolorado.org
mailto:hudsoncentennial@hudsoncolorado.org
mailto:hudsoncentennial@hudsoncolorado.org

