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Board of  Trustees 
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6:00 p.m. 

1st & 3rd  

Wednesdays 

PLANNING COMMISSION TO 

UPDATE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

There are still two 

vacancies on the 

Planning Commis-

sion.  We are at the 

beginning of an ex-

citing time in Hud-

son’s history.  The 

Town can only be 

successful if citizens 

get involved!  It’s 

what makes small 

towns WORK…  

CALL TOWN 

HALL FOR IN-

FORMATION. 
See BNSF, p. 7 

Volume No. 76 

over time.  However, more 
than a book, the plan is a 
process of learning, deliberat-
ing, and deciding what’s best 
for Hudson, its citizens and 
businesses. 
 

Last updated in 2007, with 
the map amended in 2009, the 
current plan is in dire need of 
reconsideration.  It was pre-
pared before the streets were 
paved, before the correctional 
facility was built, before the 
new wastewater treatment 
plant, and before nearly 2,000 
acres of land were annexed.    
Much has changed.  More 
changes are in store for our 
little town as energy develop-
ment continues in the area. 
 

If you are interested in help-
ing to shape the future of 
Hudson, please participate in 
the planning process.  More 
information about the process 
and your opportunities to 
have ideas heard will be 
forthcoming later this year. 
 

Planning Commission regular 
meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. 
at Town Hall on the second 
Wednesday of each month.  
Meetings are open and the 
public is welcome. 

What do you want Hudson to 
look like in five, ten or twenty 
years?  What facilities and 
services should be added or 
upgraded?  What do you think 
are the biggest challenges 
facing Hudson as it encoun-
ters growth pressure, and how 
do you think those challenges 
should be met?  You have a 
chance to make a difference. 
 

Government, especially in a 
small town like Hudson, 
should be accessible and re-
sponsive to its citizens.  But  
for that to happen, citizens 
must be involved in positive 
ways.  If your only contact 
with your local government is 
to pay your utility bills and to 
lodge an occasional com-
plaint, you’re missing terrific 
opportunities to make a dif-
ference.   
 

A “Comprehensive Plan” is a 
document that is used by the 
Planning Commission, the 
Board of Trustees and the 
town staff in utility and street 
planning, and in consideration 
of  proposals for new devel-
opment.  It is a broad state-
ment of what the people of 
Hudson would like to see 
happen to the community 

The BNSF Railway has been 
working with the Town, in 
some cases for several years, 
on improvements in Hudson 
that should help everyone 
coexist better with the rail-
road.   While schedules have-
n’t been finalized, we are 
hopeful that most of the work 
will be completed in 2015. 
 

Pedestrian Crossing 
We are hopeful that construc-
tion will begin this spring on 
the long-awaited improve-
ments to the Highway 52 pe-
destrian crossing.  The pro-
posed project will construct a 
new and realigned walkway, 
improved crossing surface, 
and pedestrian signage that 
should make the crossing eas-
ier to navigate and improve 
safety.  The new crosswalk 
will cross the tracks at a right 
angle, increasing the likeli-
hood that pedestrians will 
look both ways before ventur-
ing across the rails. 
 

Upgraded Signals 
BNSF is planning to replace 
the current signal controls, 
signals and crossing arms at 
Highway 52.  Most of us have 
experienced “phantom trains” 
where the gates go down with 
no train in sight.  This is usu-
ally followed by a stream of 

BNSF PLANNING PROJECTS IN 2015 



 

HUDSON FIRE 

DISTRICT NEWS 
 

The Hudson Fire Protection 
District is proud to an-
nounce the addition of six 
new full time Firefighters 
that started January 1, 
2015.  These individuals are 
fully trained and are set to 
hit the ground running to 
provide service to the town 
of Hudson, Lochbuie and 
surrounding area. These in-
dividuals will provide a 
safer and 
more ef-
ficient 
environ-
ment for 
the dis-
trict  and 
fire de-
partment.   In addition to 
these new hires; the district 
has purchased a new fire 
engine that will allow the 
delivery of service to be 
“top notch”.  The district is 
making a lot of changes that 
will provide the communi-
ties with skilled firefighters. 
The Hudson Fire Protection 
district has entered into an 
“Automatic Aid” agreement 
with the South East Weld 
Fire Protection District, and 
the Brighton Fire Protection 
District, this will allow 
more equipment and person-
nel to respond to and miti-
gate emergencies in a more 
efficient and safe man-
ner.  We are currently in the 
process of entering into a 
similar agreement with the 
Fort Lupton Fire Protection 
District. 
 

In January all paid staff and 
select volunteer staff will be 
attending a Driver Operator 
Pumper course that will pro-
vide training to firefighters 
in safe operation of fire de-
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LETTER FROM 

MAYOR PATCH 
 

Well another year gone and 
a new year starting.  The 
staff and Board of Trustees 
just finished a major land 
annexation that involved a 
lot of hours and work by all 
parties. 
 

The Lloyd Land annexation 
added about 638 acres to the 
Town of Hudson and the 
possibility of future devel-
opments. 
 

We have had inquiries as to 
the possibility of new busi-
ness developments in and 
near Love's truck stop, 
 

All in all it is going to be a 
very busy year for your staff 
and Board of Trustees. 
 

The Library is on schedule 
to be completed in April,  
drive by and see how it is 
progressing. 
 

The town has 3 major pro-
jects scheduled for 2015, a 
new Public Works shop and 
office, Hudson Drive re-
build from Hwy 52 to the 
town limits north and east, 
and the rebuild of Beech 
Street to accommodate the 
new library. 
 

As always call the Town 
Hall with your concerns or 
questions. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Ray Patch 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.hudsoncolorado.org 
for the latest news and 
information on town ac-
tivities. 

NEW RECYCLING CENTER 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS 
 

The Town has constructed a new recycling station to re-
place the one that was near Love’s.  The station is located 
on the south end of Hudson Drive.  
Residents are welcome to use the 
station to dispose of their recycla-
bles, including glass, most plastic, 
newspaper, flattened cardboard and 
empty cans and bottles.  Please, no 

plastic bags.  (Check the Gator 
Rubbish website for information on 
accepted recyclables: www.gatorrubbishremoval.com/our-
services/hudson-residents/)   The town asks that people 
using the station be careful to limit use of the station to 
listed recyclable materials, and that they be careful that all 
material is placed in the dumpster and not on the ground.  

See Fire, p. 7 

...BUT SOME PEOPLE ALREADY 

ABUSE IT 
 

Two times per year, once in the spring and once in the fall, 
the Town sponsors “Clean-up Days” where people can 
dump large items such as old furniture, tree branches, 
household chemicals, and other debris at little or no 
charge.  But apparently some folks don’t want to wait for 
Clean-up Days, and dump their old junk at the Recycling 
Center, expecting the Town (at taxpayer expense) to dis-
pose of it.   
PLEASE USE THE RECYCLING STATION FOR DIS-
POSING OF RECYCLABLES, NOT YOUR JUNK.   
THANK YOU. 
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many opportunities to ad-
vance in rank and leadership 
abilities. There are also 
many areas of involvement 
for parents and adults to 
lead groups, supervise, and 
chaperone activities.  
If this sounds like some-
thing interesting to you, 
please call Major John Pal-
ermo at 303-536-9706, or 
Lt. Curtis King at 303-637-
0881, or email at 
ualemp6566@aol.com. 
 

Watch Us Grow in 2015!! 
Hudson Library 
303-536-4550 
M-T-Th-Fr 10-6 Wed 10-7 
Sat 9-2  
Sunday closed 

• Carol Bryant and Sally 
Harms  have been reap-
pointed to the Hudson 
Library Board.  Thanks 
for your continued service 
during this exciting time 
in the library’s history. 

• Rick Stell has been ap-
pointed and Judy Parker 
has been reappointed to 
the Board of Adjustments.  
Thank you both for serv-
ing on this board. 

News from  

Town Hall... 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

As you can see, the new 
library is coming along 
nicely. This is the east side 
of the building.  
We will offer a community 
tour on the first Thursdays 
of the month, from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The next 
tour will be on February 4th.  
The tours will be led by our 
construction manager Chris 
Hughes. If you meet by the 
construction trailer parked 
inside the property, he can 
safely guide you through the 
project.  We anticipate to be 
open the beginning of May. 
Please follow us on our 
Facebook page for updates: 
HudsonPublicLibrary(CO) 
 

Civil Air Patrol meetings at 

the library 
 

Are you interested in flying 
airplanes, learning emer-
gency rescue operations, 
leadership skills, or being 
involved in community ser-
vice projects in a fun, ad-
venturous environment with 
other boys and girls ages 12-
18.  Civil Air Patrol will be 
starting a new squadron at 
the Hudson Public Library 
with meetings once a week 
beginning spring 2015. 
 

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is a 
nationally recognized auxil-
iary of the United States Air 
Force.  Today’s cadets have 

STREET MAINTE-

NANCE TIME 
 

Weather permitting, the 
Town’s public works crew 
will be out sweeping, seal-
ing cracks, repair-
ing concrete, and 
otherwise main-
taining the town’s 
paved and gravel 
streets.  The 
Town will also be 
talking to people about the 
possibility of adding some 
recycled asphalt to alleys.  
You’ll be seeing the Town’s 
new street sweeper from 
time to time, along with 
temporary “no parking” 
signs to clear streets in ad-
vance of sweeping.  It’s a 

Weld County School District Re-3J 

“What’s Next?” Discussions  

Weld Re-3J’s November 2014 mill levy override ballot 
question did not earn a majority of support from voters in 
the district which means the Board and administration will 
have to evaluate other options to address deferred mainte-
nance, capacity challenges, and limited funding to reach aca-
demic goals.  The $3.3 million mill levy override would 
have provided ongoing operational dollars after several 
years of budget cuts and budget deficits due to the Great 
Recession.  The mill levy override funds would have spe-
cifically addressed deficiencies in instructional materials, 
deferred maintenance projects, safety and security enhance-

ments, technology, a mechanism to fund 
an addition to Lochbuie Elementary, and 
the resources needed to recruit and retain 
highly qualified teachers and support 
staff.   
 

The Board hosted a community focus 
group in November to begin the “what’s 

next?” conversation.  Since then, several leadership groups 
have also discussed the topic.  The Board and administration 
will continue to discuss the options available to help address 
facility issues and ways to fund goals targeting the improved 
achievement of our students.   
 

Another community focus group with the Board of Educa-
tion will take place on February 25 at 6:00 p.m. at Lochbuie 
Elementary where similar topics will be discussed.  All 
community members are invited to attend. 

big job, and it sometimes 
causes inconvenience.   
 

Asphalt cracks over time, 
and the crew will be sealing 
the cracks from time to 
time.  This involves a noisy 

process of clear-
ing loose debris 
with compressed 
air before filling 
cracks with seal-
ant.  Without 
maintenance, wa-

ter can get under the pave-
ment and ruin it. 
 

We’re sorry for the occa-
sional inconvenience.  But 
there is a huge investment of 
public funds in our streets, 
and we need to keep them in 
good condition. 



 

 

2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MARCH 28 – Easter Egg Hunt; 10a-11a; Hudson Memorial Park 
Pavilion 

APRIL 11 – Animal Licensing & Rabies Clinic; 8a-12p; Cherry St. 
Public Works Shop 

APRIL 22 – Earth Day; 9a-10a; Location TBD; Hudson Academy 
5th Grade 

APRIL 25 – Kids’ Fishing Clinic & Derby; 9a-11a; Hudson Fishing 
Pond 

MAY 15-16 – Spring Clean-Up; 8a-6p & 8a-2p; location TBA 

JUNE 1 – Yard of  the Month Judging (4 homes) 

JULY 6 – Yard of  the Month Judging (4 homes) 

AUGUST 3 – Yard of  the Month Judging (4 homes) 

SEPTEMBER 8 – Yard of  the Month Judging (4 homes) 
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CAUTION: THIN ICE! 
 

Warm days this winter make 
visits to the fishing pond 
very attractive.  People have 
been out fishing, walking, 
picnicking, and otherwise 
enjoying the experience.   
 

But please be aware that it is 
NEVER safe to venture out 
onto the ice.   

Please be sure to keep your-
self, your kids, and your 
pets safe and on firm 
ground.  Leave the ice and 
the water to Dave the Duck 
and his girlfriends. 

COGCC COMPLAINT 

PROCESS UPGRADED 

The Colorado Oil & Gas 
Conservation Commission  
has a new process for how 
public complaints related to 
oil and gas operations are 
received, processed, and 
closed.  This new complaint 
process is focused on im-
proving public transparency 
of the process, making it 
easier for the public to file a 
complaint, and making the 
internal processing, closing, 
and communication of com-
plaints more effective.   

The COGCC has created a 
webpage, including: 

• An easy to use tool to file 
a complaint online. 

• Guidance for how to file a 
complaint.  All complaints 
are required to be written. 

• Questions and answers 
related to the complaint 
process, including the 
rights of the complainant. 

• How to search for com-
plaints already filed. 

This website is at the   

"Complaints" link on the left 
hand side of our main web-
page, or at: 

http://cogcc.state.co.us/
Complaints/Complaints.html 

COURTESY BEGINS IN 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

Living in a community 
highlights the importance of 
getting to know our 
neighbors and being consid-
erate of those around us.  
Dan Kemmis, former mayor 
of Missoula, Montana, re-
fers to it as “Living Well 
Together in Well-Loved 
Places.”  At Town Hall we 
hear about it all the time 
from people unable to enjoy 
their homes because of 
things going on around 
them.  Here are a few sug-
gestions: 
• Control your animals.  Be 

sure they are licensed and 
vaccinated, and that they 
stay in your own yard. 

• Park in front of your own 
house. 

• Shovel your sidewalk. 
• Remember that not every-

one enjoys your music. 
• Don’t let weeds and junk 

accumulate in your yard. 



 

 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

A HUGE SUCCESS 
The town began its final Centennial 
Celebration event on December 5th with 
HFPD firefighters transporting Santa to 
the Hudson Academy of Arts & Sci-
ences.  Santa invited all of the students 
to visit him at the annual Town Hall 
Christmas Lighting Celebration later 
that evening.   
 

As the sun set on that crisp winter eve-
ning, one of the largest crowds ever 
came to Town Hall to await Santa’s 
arrival.  Staff from the town, along with 
their family members and friends, pro-
vided the Christmas carols for the fun-
filled evening.  Santa made his arrival 
on a fire engine with lights flashing just 
in time to join in on the caroling.   

With the singing done, and the 
lighting countdown hitting zero, 
Santa threw the big switch and lit up 
Town Hall.  Everyone followed the 
jolly old elf inside so they could 
give him their wish lists and to en-
joy some cookies and shopping at 
Santa’s Dollar Workshop. 

THANKS AGAIN TO UNITED POWER FOR 
HELPING WITH OUR  

HOLIDAY DECOCRATIONS 
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SBA & SBDC INFORMATION 
The HUDSON CONNECTION will be featuring articles from the Small Business Ad-

ministration and from the East Colorado Small Business Development Center on 
training events, designed to help you start, manage and successfully grow your business.    
 

THINKING ABOUT STARTING A BUSINESS?  

Starting your own business can be an exciting and re-
warding experience, offering advantages such as being 
your own boss, setting your own schedule and making 
a living doing something you enjoy. But, success re-
quires thorough planning, creativity and hard work.  
Consider whether you have the following characteristics and skills commonly associated 
with successful entrepreneurs: 

• Comfortable with taking risks: Being your own boss also means you’re the one 
making tough decisions. Entrepreneurship involves uncertainty. Do you avoid uncertainty 
in life at all costs? If yes, then entrepreneurship may not be the best fit for you. Do you 
enjoy the thrill of taking calculated risks? Then read on. 

• Independent: Entrepreneurs have to make a lot of decisions on their own. If you find 
you can trust your instincts — and you’re not afraid of rejection every now and then — 
you could be on your way to being an entrepreneur. 

• Persuasive: You may have the greatest idea in the world, but if you cannot persuade 
customers, employees and potential lenders or partners, you may find entrepreneurship to 
be challenging. If you enjoy public speaking, engage new people with ease and find you 
make strong arguments grounded in facts, it’s likely you will make your idea succeed. 

• Able to negotiate: As a small business owner, you will need to negotiate everything 
from leases to contract terms to rates. Polished negotiation skills will help you save money 
and keep your business running smoothly. 

• Creative: Are you able to think of new ideas? Can you imagine new ways to solve 
problems? Entrepreneurs must be able to think creatively. If you have insights on how to 
take advantage of new opportunities, entrepreneurship may be a good fit.  

• Supported by others: Before starting, it’s important to have a strong support system. 
You’ll need to make many decisions in the first months of opening your business. Without  
a support network to help you, consider finding a business mentor. A business mentor is 
someone who is experienced, successful and willing to provide advice and guidance. 
 

UPCOMING EAST COLORADO SBDC EVENTS & WORKSHOPS:  
 

1)   Take Charge: Discover the Ins and Outs of Credit Card Processing   
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM  Topic: Cash Flow Management 
Speaker: Ryan Coffey, Wells Fargo Business Sales Consultant  
Location: East Colorado SBDC 
2)   Funding Sources for Small Business Owners  

Thursday, February 12, 2015 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM  Topic: Financing 
Location: East Central Colorado SBDC - Firestone Satellite 
3)  Business Start Up Orientation   

Thursday, February 26, 2015 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM  Topic: Start-up Assistance 
Speaker: Jesse Esparza 
Location: East Colorado SBDC 
4)  Evans Business to Business, Leading Onward and Upward   
Wednesday, March 04, 2015 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  Topic: Managing a Business 
Speaker: Aden Hogan and Dallas Everhart PhD 
Location: East Colorado SBDC 
5)  Business Planning Boot Camp   

Thursday, March 19, 2015 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM, 1 sessions ending Saturday, April 04 
Topic: Business Basics 
Speaker: Jesse Esparza 
Location: East Colorado SBDC 
Fee: $ 125.00 
More info:  www.eastcoloradosbdc.com or call Dan Hamsmith at Town Hall. 

SE WELD CHAMBER 

OF COMMERCE  

UPDATE 
 

Story by Jason S. Maxey – 
SE Weld Chamber President 
 

The SE Weld Chamber held 
our Annual Banquet on Sat-
urday, January 17th, with 
over 60 Chamber members 
and their guests in atten-
dance. Platte Valley Medi-
cal Center graciously hosted 
the event, and pulled out all 
the stops for this fun filled 
evening. It was a night filled 
with great food, networking, 
awards and door prizes. The 
two awards presented were 
Citizen of the Year, and 
Business of the Year. Re-
cipients of the awards were 
chosen by Chamber mem-
bers. Mrs. Patricia Cooke 
received the Citizen of the 
Year award, for her volun-
teering and involvement in 
many activities that benefit 
the SE Weld area. The 
Chamber was pleased to 
present the Business of the 
Year award to Platte Valley 
Medical Center, for their 
outstanding support of the 
Chamber throughout the 
past year. The Chamber 
would like to thank all the 
attendees of the annual ban-
quet, the businesses and in-
dividuals who donated silent 
auction items, and our four 
sponsors of the evening – 
Platte Valley Medical Cen-
ter, The Wild Animal Sanc-
tuary, Purifoy Chevrolet, 
and United Power.  
 

The SE Weld Chamber ex-
ists to provide its members 
with the most value we can 
with the resources we have. 
With the help of the Lost 
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      $20 QUIZ! 
Complete this quiz correctly, clip it out, and return it to Town Hall.  The first FIVE correct 
entries received during regular office hours will win a $20 credit on their water & sewer 

bill (or, if you’re not the one who pays utilities, we’ll come up with another non-cash 
prize).  (Only one entry per household.) 

1. Who is the Fire Chief?     __________ 
 

2. Are plastic bags accepted at the Recycling Center?   __________ 
 

3. When is the new Library planning to open?    __________ 
 

4. How many seats are still vacant on the Planning Commission?  __________ 
 

5. What is the date of this year’s Veterans Day Commemoration?  __________ 
 

6. In what year was the Town’s Comprehensive Plan last updated? __________ 
 

7. Who is the SBDC counselor?      __________ 
 

8. How many girlfriends does Dave the Duck have?    __________ 
 

Name:_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 

(For Office Use: Date & Time Received:__________________________) 

BNSF cont. from p.1 SBDC HELPS YOU PLAN 
YOUR BUSINESS 

 

The East Colorado Small 
Business Development Cen-
ter offers business consult-
ing and training that maxi-
mizes the economic poten-
tial of entrepreneurs in the 
region. At no charge, you 
can meet with the SBDC 
counselor, Jesse Esparza, 
who and can help you de-
vise an action plan for your 
company or start up. Areas 
of counseling include but 
are not limited to: business 
planning, marketing strat-
egy, registration and licens-
ing, start-up and financing 
preparation.  His hours are: 
 

Hudson Public Library 
every 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00pm and by appointment. 
 

Town of Lochbuie office 
Every 4th Wednesday (every 
other month)and by appoint-
ment. 
 

Town of Keenesburg office 
Every 4th Wednesday (every 
other month)and by appoint-
ment. 

frustrated drivers going ille-
gally around the gates, creat-
ing a safety problem.  New 
equipment should help alle-
viate this problem. 
 

Extended Siding 
Currently the middle siding 
track extends from north of 
County Road 10 to the Neres 
irrigation ditch near the fish-
ing pond.  The length and 
location of this siding does 
not allow for longer trains to 
park without blocking High-
way 52.  We frequently see 
this happen, sometimes in the 
morning when freight trains 
or coal trains going one di-
rection park in order to let 
the AMTRACK train pass in 
the other direction.  BNSF 
plans to extend this existing 
siding from the Neres ditch 
northeast for approximately 
another 1.5 miles.  Hopefully 
this will allow trains to park 
without blocking Highway 
52.   
 

We will publish schedule 
information on the projects 
as it becomes available. 

WINNERS! 

The winners of the last 
$20 QUIZ, each receiving 
a $20 utility bill credit: 
 

• Robert Hatcher 
• Kent Sublette 
• Daniel Livesay 
• Linda Winde 
• Shirley Sellers 
 

Congratulations to 

our winners!   
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partment apparatus.  After 
that course concludes, all 
officers within the organiza-
tion (paid and volunteer) 
will be attending a Blue 
Card certification course 
that will allow the district to 
standardize Incident Com-
mand functions on inci-
dents.  This year promises to 
be both challenging and ex-
citing for the district with 
the end goal of preparing 
our firefighters to provide a 
more dedicated, prepared 
and professional service to 
the citizens of the district.   
 

Please feel free to stop by 
and meet your new firefight-
ers, and see your new fire 
engine.   
 

I hope that all citizens of the 
district have a safe and pros-
perous 2015. 
 

Thank You, 
 

Ken Gabrielson 
Fire Chief 
Office: 303-536-0161 
Fax: 303-536-0162 

Creek Guide, our 2014 Mem-
bership Directory was mailed 
to over 7,500 homes in the 
south east Weld area. Inclu-
sion into the business listing 
portion of the directory is 
included with membership, 
and there are additional ad-
vertising opportunities if you 
choose to take advantage of 
them. In addition to the direc-
tory, the Chamber provided 
educational speakers at the 
monthly member luncheons, 
and multiple networking op-
portunities at business after 
hours events. The Chamber 
gave our first scholarship to a 
graduating 2014 Weld Cen-
tral High School Senior. With 
the support of our members 
and community, in 2015 the 
Chamber will be giving two 
scholarships to graduating 
seniors. We enjoy our part-
nership with the Small Busi-
ness Development Center, 
and appreciate the work they 
do to help existing, and new, 
businesses in the area. 
 

The SE Weld Chamber looks 
forward to a great year. 
Please visit our website: 
www.southeastweldchamber.
com or call 844-517-5406. 

Fire, cont. from p. 2 

Chamber, cont. from p.6 



 

REMEMBER… Town Board meetings on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month are 
open to the public. Agendas are posted in the 
Town Hall window and at the Post Office.   

THE HUDSON CONNECTION  

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,  

PLEASE CONTACT THE  

TOWN HALL AT 303-536-9311. 

Town of Hudson 

PO Box 351 

Hudson, CO 80642 
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Visit the Town’s web site for 

more up-to-date news about 

what’s going on: 

www.hudsoncolorado.org 


